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BANGLADESH 


TEXT OF LABOR MINISTER'S SPEECH TO ILO CONFERENCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jul 82 pp 5, 6 


[Speech by Air Vice Marshal (Retd.) K.M. Aminul Islam, minister-in-charge of 
labor and manpower, Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, to the 
68th session of the International Labor Conference, Geneva, 3 June 1982] 


[Text] I consider it a great honour and privilege to be able to participate in 
this unique conference of Workers, Employees and Government delegates from almost 
all countries of the world. ILO, because of its concern for social justice, is 
one of the most respected organisations of the world body. I hope this confer- 
ence will further promote the cause so ably advocated by ILO since its inception. 


Mr President, I join my « “leagues to congratulate you on your well-deserved 
election as President of ine Conference. I am confident that under your able 
guidance, the business of the conference will be successfully and fruitfully 
concluded. 


On behalf of the Bangladesh delegation, I take this opportunity to convey our 
greetings to the workers, Employers and Government delegations attending the 
conference. 


Mr President, the report of the Director-General very rightly dwells on the most 
important issue facing social and economic development today. I refer to the 
problem of the Youth, the Director-General and the Secretariat deserve our 
appreciation for presenting such a comprehensive report on the subject and for 
highlighting the relevant issues in this context. We are also pleased to note 
that this conference has been asked to suggest guidelines for ILO activities 
during 1985--the international year of the Youth. 


We are in agreement with most of the findings and recommendations of the report 
on the problems of the Youth. We agree that the most pressing problem of the 
youth is that of unemployment and underemployment. We also recognise that the 
problems of youth unemployment cannot be dealt in isolation and that the solu- 
tion lies basically in accelerating investment and production. 


We, in Bangladesh, have initiated several programmes and projects for the devel- 
opment and utilisation of youth in an integrated manner. A division of youth 
affairs in charge of a Minister has been established in the Government of 
Bangladesh. Large number of projects for training the youth in regular Vocational 

















Training Institutes as well as in specially organised programmes in other train- 
ing institutions and in employing establishments are under implementation. Such 
training programmes are not meant for home market alone. Training in trades de- 
manded abroad has also been organised for the youth of the country. 


The Ministry of Labour and Manpower is playing 2 coordinating role in the pro- 
gramme for skill development of the youth. A National Council for Skill Devel- 
opment and Training (NCSDT) has been functioning in the country. This Council 
is responsible for standardising and coordinating training programmes undertaken 
by different agencies. The capacity for training craftsmen has been substan- 
tially augmented by setting up new training centres as well as by introducing 
additional shifts in the existing centres. In addition to what is being done 

by other ministries, the Ministry of Labour and Manpower has a programme to 
develop a capacity of training about 40,000 craftsmen a year by 1985. 


The major problem in expanding vocational training facilities is the cost of 
equipment. The cost of equipment needed for a vocational training institution 
has gone up higher and higher in recent years. Being a least developed country, 
we depend largely on external assistance for such equipment. We are grateful 
to ILO for helping us in the past, by arranging financial grants for such goods 
from other agencies. It is also necessary to explore possibilities of reducing 
cost of these equipment. One way may be to arrange production of equipment in 
the requiring country. As labour cost in developing countries is much lower, 

it will apparently be substantially cheaper to manufacture these equipment in 
the requiring countries. ILO may explore this possibility, while administering 
UNDP or other funds for equipment of the vocational training institutes in 
developing countries. 


Train.ng for self-employment is another major area where ILO could assist. 

My Government has successfully launched series of programmes for promotion of 
self-em; “oyment. Area-specific rural investment schedule was prepared and 
youths of the area are being provided with financial credit to set up economic 
venture of small sizes in accordance with the investment schedule. Technically 
trained persons are being encouraged, through another nationwide programme, 

to set up their own mini-work shops by providing suitable tool-kits on loan. 
Rural employment camps of short durations are being organised by the Govern- 
ment in selected villages in which village youths are assisted in firming up 
their ideas on self-employment ventures and in establishing links with commer- 
cial banks for obtaining credit. We are also sponsoring training courses for 
youth in existing training institutions to promote self-employment. 


Vocational guidance for rural youths and for urban youths of middle income fami- 
lies is another important activity of my Government. In collaboration with the 
Ministry of Education, a series of training programmes in vocational guidance 
for Secondary School Teachers has been launched. Wavs and means will need to 

be explored to provide such guidance to out-or-school youths. 


Many of these programmes, Mr President, have been launched on pilot basis due 
to resource constraint. The need for organising a comprehensive training pro- 
gramme covering craftsmen training, rural and agricultural vocational training, 
training for self-employment, instructors training and vocational guidance is 




















urgent in Bangladesh. I would like to suggest that ILO in selected countries, 
particularly least developed countries may consider launching comprehensive 
skill development projects cf the type described earlier. Bangladesh will be 
willing to offer its service, if such a project is developed by ILO in my coun- 
try. 


ILO activities mentioned in the report of the Director-General, speaks of the 
continued efforts made by ILO in promoting economic development with social 
justice. The Technical Assistance Programme implemented by ILO covered a wide 
range of fields from vocational training to labour statistics. 


I may suggest that the main thrust of ILO's technical assistance should be on 
development of expertise at national level as well as for strengthening 
national institutions. Currently, in most ILO projects under implementation in 
Bangladesh, cost of ILO experts constitutes 50 to 70 percent of the total pro- 
ject cost. In majority of the ILO projects in my country equipment including 
vehicles for experts, costs less than 30 percent of the total. Training of 
national level officials costs less than 10 percent of the total in two-thirds 
of the ILO projects in Bangladesh. It is necessary to rationalise these expen- 
ditures with a view to increasing cost-effectiveness of technical assistance of 
ILO. 


Technical assistance from ILO's regular budget is rather small in Bangladesh. 
The need for devoting larger share of ILO budget to technical assistance in the 
developing countries, particularly LDCs, deserves your sympathetic consideration. 
I would like to draw the attention of the Director-General and the governing 
body to this matter once again. 





Regional projects like Artep Apsdep and Arpla can play amuch more effective 
role than has been possible hitherto. These projects may be encouraged to 
undertake activities of immediate importance to the countries of the region. 
Staff training for national level officials should constitute a major item 
of their activities. The Governments of the region should be associated with 
the formulation of programmes of these regional projects. Similarly the 
technical assistance activities of the regional offices of the ILO may also 
be reviewed periodically by a forum of the governments of the region. 


The agenda of the conference include items of vital concern to developing 
countries. One such item is the maintenance of migrant workers’ rights in social 
security. Number of migrant workers from Bangladesh has been on rapid increase 
in recent years. Many Asian countries including Bangladesh, is facing the prob- 
lem of unemployment among educated youth. Some relief to this problem 

could be provided by a liberal policy of the advanced countries requiring 
manpower. I would suggest that a study on this problem may be commissioned 

by [LO to suggest ways of mutual cooperation between countries facing man- 

power shortage and those facing problems of acute unemployment among educated 
people. 





The agenda also include discussion on the report of working party on structure. 
This issue is being debated for more than a decade now. It has not been possi- 
ble to reach a definitive consensus on the structure of ILO over this long 
period. The work is no doubt complicated and complex. Let me hope that the 

















issues will be resolved in a spirit of mutual trust and good-will as soon as 
possible. 


Mr President I would like to stress once again that the laudable objectives of 
the ILO will need to be sustained with effective programmes to help eradication 
of poverty and unemployment. Greater attention will need to be paid to the re- 
quirement of developing countries, particularly of the LDC. In this context, 
decentralisation of ILO administration will assist in developing programmes 

of immediate importance in developing countries. 


Before I conclude Mr President I seek your indulgence in mentioning about the 
problems of the least developed countries which has been recognised as the 
pressing problem of this decade by the international community including ILO. 
The UN conference on LDC held in Paris in 1981 adopted the Substantial New Pro- 
gramme of Action for assisting LDCs to reach minimum reasonable economic devel- 
opment so that the people in those countries can survive and aspire for a better 
life. I would urge upon this august gathering to consider the cases of LDCs 
with special priority and take steps to assist them in developing their human 
resources through aid of various types through ILO. 


Mr President, my distinguished colleagues I join you all in wishing this con- 
ference all success. 


CSO: 4220/7743 
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ELECTIONS TO LOCAL BODIES REPORTEDLY IN MID-1983 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 31 Jul 82 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The electionsto the local bodies is expected to be held by the middle of 
next year after completion of the fresh enrollment of voter list. The enroll- 
ment is likely to start shortly. 


The election to the local bodies--Zilla Parishad, Thana Parishad and Union 
Parishad have been suggested by the Administrative Reorganisation Committee. 
The Committee suggested that the District, Thana and Union Parishads will be 
headed by elected Chairmen. 


According to a highly placed source, the proposed 51 districts may start func- 
tioning by the end of this year. The source also indicated that the concilia- 
tion courts at the Union Parishads will also start functioning this year. The 
conciliation courts will dispense with the petty disputes with the right of im- 
position of fine. 


The fresh enrollment of voters will take about seven to eight months time. It 
has also been learnt that the proposal for implementation of the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee has been circulated to relevant quarters for taking mea- 
sures to implement then. 


The Committee suggested the formation of a task force for the division of assets 
and liabilities from the existing Zilla Parishad to the proposed Zilla Parishad 
(ZP) under the supervision of Local Government Division. The Committee also 
suggested the formation of a task force in each district for the division of 
revenue, criminal and treasury and other records with representatives from 
concerned ministries/divisions. 


The Committee felt that "the entire set of recommendations may be implemented 
by 1985, the terminal year of SFYP as there is widespread public approval of the 
administrative reorganisation scheme. The total cost of reorganisation plan 
including election costs would be approximately Tk 363 crore. 


The Administrative Reorganisation Committee recommended the constitution of a 
high powered National Implementation Committee with a view to implementing the 
measures suggested by the committee. 


The major tasks of the implementation committee would be to: 





























--identify functions of the various departments which can be transferred tothe 
elected local government at various levels within a time-bound frame. 


-~-Work out the principles of control mechanism of the elected parishads over 
the government functionaries. 


--Work out immediately a decentalisea budget and planning mechanism for the 
elected local government so that the release of ADP funds under the present 
centralised planning process can further be decentralised to suit local needs 
and requirements. 


--Identify and work out the training needs and training contents both for 
appointed and elected officials so that the new framework of local government 
administration may work to the best advantage of the people. 


Identify and work out the [as published] 


The committee has recommended that the elected heads at thana and district level 
local government administration would be the focal point of development adminis- 
tration “The committee observed that the local government institution must be 
given time to absorb all functions of central administration which are purely 
local in nature.” 


At present, there is no delineation of the activities of the local and central 
administration, it is observed. The Committee noted that the central government 
would have to loan out the services of the officers now engaged in implementa- 
tion of programmes on behalf of their respective departments. 


CSO: 4220/7743 




















BANGLADESH 


BANGLADESH-PAKISTAN TRADE PROTOCOL SIGNED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 3 Aug 82 p l 


[Text] Bangladesh and Pakistan have decided to establish business links between 
state-owned enterprises of the two countries for expansion and diversification 
of bilateral trade. 


The decision to this effect was taken at the end of the 4-day third meeting of 
Pakistan—Bangladesh joint committee on trade on Monday. Bangladesh side was 
led by Commerce Secretary Mr Mathur Rahman in the talks while the Pakistan side 
was led by Mr Izharul Huq. The talk, held in cordial and friendly atmosphere, 
indentified some of the bottlenecks and difficulties and formulated recommenda- 
tions to remove there. 


An official told the TIMES that it was for the first time that both sides had 
agreed on cooperation in matters of trade between state-owned enterprises of the 
two countries. 


An agreed minutes was signed recommending some specific measures for expansion 
and diversification of trade between Bangladesh and Pakistan, the official said. 
The leaders of the two sides signed the agreed minutes. 


According to an official spokesman, the committee which met annually in alter- 
nate capital, also explored some new areas of cooperation with a view to 
exploiting the potentials for further expansion and diversification of trade 
and recommended measures to implement them. 


The committee also suggested measures for smooth transportation of cargo 
between the two countries. 


Commerce secretary Mr Mathur Rahman told the TIMES that he was quite satisfieJ 
with the talks. "It has been useful. There has been complete under standing 
on all issues concerning bilateral trade. But there are certain matters to be 
sorted out," he said. 


Under the new agreement, both Bangladesh and Pakistan will set up joint commit- 
tee of chambers of commerce and industries. 


It was also decided that efforts would be geared up to increase the sale of 
tea in Pakistan. Pakistan would also import more jute and jute goods under the 


new agreement. 




















After signing the agreed minutes at the State Guest House, the Pakistan Commerce 
Secretary Mr Izharul Huq told newsmen that they had reached complete understand- 
ing. He said that the joint committee had agreed to establish joint conference 
lines and improve the schedules of air flights for smooth and quick transporta- 
tion of cargo. 


Mr Huq said, "We have also decided to remove bottlenecks of the two-way trade 
and held discussion on issuance of multiple visa to businessmen." 


CSO: 4220/7751 




















ERSHAD MEETS WITH, ADDRESSES TRIBAL CHIEFS 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 2 Aug 82 pp l, 8 


[Text] Bardarban, Aug 1: The Chief Martial Law Administrator, Lt Gen H.M. Er- 
shad said here today that Bangladesh had set an example how best the members of 
different communities could live in peace and harmony and work unitedly for the 
overall development of their country, reports BSS. 


Addressing and exchanging views with the tribal chiefs and elite, the CMLA said 
that the citizens of Bangladesh irrespective of their religion, caste and creed 
enjoyed equal rights and privileges without any discrmination whatsoever. 

The laws of the land are equally applicable to all, he maintained. 


He pointed out that the present Government attached special importance to the 
development of the tribal areas and was taking concrete steps to ensure improve- 
ment in the condition of the tribal people. He said that instructions had al- 
ready been issued to speed up the development activities in different fields in 
these areas. The tribal people should not feel neglected any more, he added. 


The CMLA said that a misguided few are trying to create rift among the people in 
the area. He hoped that they would realise their mistakes and good senses 

would prevail on them. He also hoped that they would join back the mainstream 
of the peace-loving people who were determined to help the Government in its 
development efforts. 


Decentralisation of Admn 


He referred to various measures undertaken by his Government since it came to 
power and said that the people had already started seeing the good results. He 
made a special mention of the proposed decentralisation of administration and 
said that the implementation of this process would start within this year. The 
administration would be taken to the door step of the commonman, the majority 
of whom live in the villages, he added. 


Gen. Ershad said, our resources are limited and we have to fix up the priority. 
We will have to make concerted efforts through hard work to overcome the problems 
now facing the country, he asserted. 


Exchanging views with the CMLA, the tribal chiefs referred to some local prob- 
lems which included communication, housing, education facilities, further 




















concession for tribal students in higher education and service, health and 
industry. They assured Gen. Ershad of their whole-hearted cooperation in 
his government's efforts to carry the country forward. 


The CMLA gave on the spot directives to solve some of these local problems and 
assured them of all possible help to improve their condition. 


Later, addressing the officers and men from the Army, BDR, police and 

Ansars, Gen. Ershad reminded them of their great responsibilities of defending 
the sovereignty of their motherland. He said that the nation was proud of them 
because they had saved the country from total ruination. They have also pro- 
vided the people with sense of security and direction, he added. 


The CMLA said he was confident that the members of armed forces would consider 

no sacrifice too great to take the country to the path of progress and prosperity. 
He briefly outlined the major steps taken during the last four months to eradi- 
cate corruption, streamline the administration and bring back confidence in 

the minds of the people. 


Gen. Ershad expressed the hope that the armed forces in cooperation with the 
people would be able to ensure better future for the country. He emphasised the 
need for discipline and training so that they could discharge their duties with 
courage and conviction. 


CSO: 4220/7750 
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BANGLADESH 





HOME MINISTER SPEAKS ON DUTIES OF POLICE FORCE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Aug 82 pp l, 12 


[Text] The Home Minister Major General Mahabbat Jan Chowdhury had called upon 
the members of the police force to eliminate all kinds of crimes in the coun- 
try, reports BSS. 


Police personnel must show their efficiency and skill in taking preventive steps 
to stop crimes the Ministertold policemen on Friday while visiting Rajarbagh Po- 
lice Line. 


Explaining the Government policies he said under the administrative reforms a 
Thana would be given maximum importance and the responsibility of the Thana- 
level officials would be increased. 


The Minister said the strength of police force had been raised to 71 thousand 
with expenditure on them going up to Taka 100 crore annually against 30 thou- 
sand members at the expenditure of Taka 20 crore in 1971 but he regretted the 
state of law and order had not improved proportionately. 


He however said the present Government had improved the law and order situation 
through applying law fearlessly by this he added had created confidence of the 
members of the public in the police force. 


He paid rich tributes to the police force for their glorious role during the 
War of Liberation. 


General Chowdhury however said that the hopes and aspirations of the people 
were yet to be materialised. Even the persons who were affected and oppressed 
during the Liberation War were not protected he regretted. 


The Home Minister urged the police to play active and spontaneous role in pro- 
tecting the helpless and weaker section of the society. 


He said Government policies regarding law and order situation had already been 
announced. The roots of criminal activities were being unearthed and the 
extent of criminal activities was coming down gradually he added. 


General Chowdhury pointed out that Government measures had created satisfactory 


reaction among the members of the public and added that the members of the 
police force must discharge their responsibilities in serving the people. 


CSO: 4220/7745 
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BANGLADESH 


FOREIGN MINISTRY REJECTS INDIAN REPORTS ON MINORITY 
Dacca THE NEW NATION in English 1 Aug 82 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Bangladesh yesterday rejected as "motivated, mischievious and totally 
baseless Indian reports on harassment of the members of minority community 
involving vested property. 


A spokesman of the Foreign Office expressed deep concern and surprise over the 
contents of the Indian press allegation and also over their timing particularly 
when both countries have been actively engaged in creating friendly climate 
conducive to improving their bilateral relations. 


The facts of the matter, the spokesman pointed out, clearly belie the calcu- 
lated attempt to obstruct good neighbouring relations and to interfere in the 
purely domestic affairs of a friendly neighbouring state by attempting to 
create dissension of a communal nature. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman stated that the law governing treatment of 
vested and enemy property has been in force since the last 17 years and has 
been executed by successive Governments since 1965 including the Bangladesh 
Government in exile established during the War of Independence and by the first 
Bangladesh Government. 


The de-facto Government of Bangladesh sitting at Mujibnagar through its 
Proclamation of Independence declared that all laws which were in force in 

the erstwhile East Pakistan continued to be the laws of Bangladesh. In 1972 
by President's Order No 29 of 1972, the Government of Bangladesh declared that 
all properties vested or managed by and Board constituted by or under any law 
of the former Government of Pakistan were deemed to have been vested in the 
Government of Bangladesh on and from 26 March 1971. 





The spokesman pointed out that the present Government came into power on 

24 March, 1982 and orders promulgated by them in April, 1982 contain nothing new 
in respect of vested property but only executes the law which has been in exis- 
tence over the last 17 years. He stated that the Martial Law regulations have 
universal application and apply to all citizens of Bangladesh irrespective of 
religion. The legal position is therefore, quite clear and there is no scope 
for discrimination against any person or minority group within the country. 
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The spokesman expressed shock at the inference that the Martial Law Regulation 

is discriminatory with regard to the minority community in Bangladesh where the 
record of communal harmony is one which the Government feels has undoubtedly set 
an example to the region. The spokesman further stated that the reference to the 
present Government's well intended order is not only a gross distortion of 

facts but is an undisguised attempt to interfere in the internal affairs of a 
sovereign state. In this context the spokesman stated that the conclusions 
arrived at regarding the fear of widespread exodus are both malicious and 


uni ounded. 


CSO: 4220/7747 
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BANGLADESH 


TRADE, TRANSIT PROTOCOL SIGNED WITH INDIA 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] India and Bangladesh on Sunday signed a protocol on inland water, 
transit and trade in Dacca with India acceding most of Bangladesh's demands 
which had obstructed the signing of a protocol between the two countries for 
almost five years. The new protocol, the second to be signed since the libera- 
tion of Bangladesh, will remain in force till October 3, 1983. 


The most significant feature of the new protocol is that India has agreed to 
pay Bangladesh annually Taka 25 lakhs in hard currency to enable Dacca properly 
maintain certain stretches of the Jamuna-Brahmaputra and Kushjara river routes 
for use by Indian in vessels in transit to river ports in Assam. This will be 
an additional burden India will have to incur in addition to charges she already 
bears. Dacca had all along maintained that these river routes in north and 
north-east Bangladesh were primarily used by Indian vessels and that Delhi 
should pay a substantial amount for their maintenance including conservancy and 
pilotage. 


Besides conceding this demand India has made a major concession to Bangladesh 
by agreeing to pay in advance all the charges that are likely to be incurred by 
Indian vessels plying in Bangladesh rivers and handled at that country's river 
ports. Experts said that incorporation of this clause without any assurance 

in the improvement of quality service from the Bangladesh authorities would be 
heavily to India's disadvantage. 


India has also agreed to meet another of Bangladesh's demands of providing equip- 
ment and meet all other expenses which will be required for night navigation 
facilities sought by Indian vessels plying in Bangladesh rivers. India has 
agreed to supply immediately two sets of night navigational aids to Bangladesh, 
free of cost, in addition to providing detailed technical specifications, 
maintenance schedules and installation instructions. The Indian offer followed 
Bangladesh's inability to provide "this expensive facility exclusively for 

Indian vessels." India is keen to provide this facility since it will almost 
halve the journey time and operational cost of Indian vessels plying through 
Bangladesh. 


The other major demand acceded by India in the protocol is the readiness to pay 
Bangladesh in hard currency for all the essential stores and fuel required by 
Indian vessels while in that country. 
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The protocol provides for setting up a standing committee for evaluating and 
reviewing the working of the protocol for the purpose of improving inland water 
transport services between the two countries. 


Mr Mahender Singh, secretary, Ministry of Transport and shipping, who led the 
Indian delegation at the talks, signed the protocol on behalf of India. The 
other members of the Indian delegation were Mr Yashwant Singh, joint secretary, 
Union Ministry of Transport and Mr S.K. Ghosal, chairman, Central Inland Water 
Transport Corporation. 


CSO: 4220/7749 
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"COMPLEX TASK" OF LAND REFORM BODY EXPLAINED 
Dacca HOLIDAY in English 1 Aug 82 ppl, 8 


[Text] The constitution of a nine-member committee on land reforms has at least 
for the time being set at rest the debate whether the martial law government 
would touch the sensitive issue of land reforms. 


There has, however, been no dearth of assurances from the government that it 
means business on the subject. The chief martial law administrator told a num- 
ber of times during his speeches that his government would examine the land 
administration system in the country and would bring about reforms. 


But a sense of indifference if not distrust prevailed although there was no 
apparent reason for this. The pessimism possibly stemmed from the records 

set by previous governments. Land reform was a much trumpeted issue during the 
previous regime. But nothing tangible occurred except expressions of a desire 
for it by the top persons. 


The 9-member committee formed by CMAL with Agriculture Minister Obaidullah Khan 
as its chairman includes four senior bureaucrats, to academicians, one senior 
defense official and one owner editor of a Bengali daily. 


The committee is learnt to be meeting for the first time on August 5. One of 
the academician-member of the committee is however out of the country and may 
not be available for consultations immediately, it is ga*hered. 





The terms of reference of the committee says: it will identify the problems 
and constraints of the existing land system in realizing optimum production 
potentials of land and suggest reform measures in relation to ownership, man- 
agement and utilization of land for increasing productivity and facilitating 
equitable distribution of wealth and income. 


The committee will also suggest administrative reorganization and methods for 
implementation of reform measures. 


The committee will submit its report to the government by November 30 this year. 


The terms of reference of the committee, though stated succinctly, by itself 
explains the problems and constraints of land administration and production 
snags in the country. 
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An examination of “ownership, management and utilization of land” in the coun- 
try will reveal the causes of stagnation of production and reasons for the ex- 
pansion of rural pauperization which is leading to the continuous swelling of 
the ranks of the landless. 


Rural Distress 


The interrelated problems of rural poverty and landlessness are inheritance 
from the past and are likely to grow further, because there has been no attempt 
to provide politico-economic checks to the historical and socio-economic fac- 
tors accentuating the problem. 


Hunger, malnutrition, illiteracy and debt, distress, sale of assets including 
land continue to characterize rural lifestyle. 


According to statistics about 82 percent of the rural masses are living below 
the poverty line. Official aad private investigation show that landlessness 
has been aggravating at a fast rate. The percentage of landless households 
increased from 17.51 percent in 1961 to 37.6 percent in 1973-74. 


There had been steps to stem the rot by creating landless cooperatives by allot- 
ing khas or abandoned lands, derelict ponds and the like. But these arrange- 
ments were mere cosmetics and done for political aggrandizement than with any 
real intention or purpose to halt rural poverty and to bring about qualitative 
changes. 


The rural power structure was never disturbed. 


The administrative apparatus at the lower level was and is too inadequate and 
inefficient to carry forward even those cosmetic attempts. The failure of 
organizing the landless cooperatives through the Integrated Rural Development 
Program (IRDP) is a pointer. 


The biggest lack of all, however, was of a political will to bring about thorough 
reforms. The impoverished, unorganized and voiceless majority in the rural 
areas were conveniently forgotten because the articulate and prosperous minor- 
ity served the political purpose well. The real peasantry was never given a 
chance to associate themselves with national uplift activities. 


The Landless 


Though it can be stated tha. rehabilitation of the vast landless peasantry is 
the precondition of any land reform measures in our context, yet it must be 
remembered that providing lands to the landless by itself will not solve the 
problem, 


For, the landless are so resourceless that even if they get land it becomes 
impossible for them to keep them undertheir possession. With no money or cash 
resources in their possession to manage inputs and appliances for cultivation 
and the staggering poverty under which they live in, the land sanctioned to 
the landless ultimately finds ways to the jotdars. The answer to this crisis 


17 




















may lie in forming some kind of collective cooperatives of the landless peasants 
with government participation. The government may supply the inputs and cash re- 
quirement of production and the produce may be shared. 


The committee on land reforms may examine the prospects of such collective farm 
ing arrangements. 


The main focus of land reform, however, could be directed toward decreasing 
rural poverty and removing the socioeconomic and political causes that increase 
it. 


It will be wiser to remember that token reforms introduced within an unjust 
social structure invariably end up in aggravating social disparities. They 
exacerbate social tensions. 


Another factor that has to be looked into the by the committee on land reforms 
is the urban-rural disparity in wealth and land assets. It is an established 
fact that today the old scenes of conflict have changed. The most explosive 
social tension is no lorrer between labor and capital. The more dangerous 
arena is that between - uapless majority in the rural areas on one hand an 
articilate minority in the cities, on the other. 


The task of the committee on land reforms is surely a complex one. Whatever 
reform of measures to be suggested by them will have to be in the realm of 
“ownership, management and utilization of land" aiming at a just and equitable 
distribution of wealth and income. 


CSO: 4220/7748 
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BANGLADESH 


LARGE DEFICIT IN BALANCE OF PAYMENTS REPORTED 
Dacca HOLIDAY in English 1 Aug 82 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Jaglul Alam] 


[Text] In spite of higher volume of foreign aid flow and private transfer, sub- 
stantially higher deficit in the balance of international trade and debt repay- 
ment service have caused a deficit in the country's balance of payment account 
to the tune of 2991 crore taka in 1981-82. 


With 3578 crore taka deficit in international trade last year the total trade 
deficit of the country since 1972-73 has stood at over 14 thousand crores taka. 


Last year the total volume of merchandise import stood at 4778 crore taka which 
was 1878 crore taka higher than the projected target of 2900 crore taka while 
the country's volume of merchandise export plummeted to 1200 crore taka or less 
by 300 crore taka of its 1500 crore taka target set for the year. 


Import under wage earners’ scheme (WES) stood at 608 crore taka last year or 
eight crore taka higher than 600-crore taka target and 62 crore taka more com- 
pared to previous year’s import under WES. 


In terms of services accounts, payments worth 656 crore taka were made by the 
government while the total receipt on services accounts stood at 463 crore taka 
indicating a deficit of 193 crore taka. With the net deficit of that 193 crore 
taka the total deficit in the current account stood at 3771 crore taka. 


This deficit was, however, covered by 780 crore taka on unrequitted transfer 
in which the share of private transfer was 775 crore taka and the share of 
government's transfer to the tune of five crore taka only. 


Foreign Exchange Reserve 


Despite foreign aid inflow of 930.1 million US dollar as grant and 3045 million 
US dollars as loans, substantially higher deficit in international trade and 
debt repayment services caused the foreign exchange reserve a shortfall of 

433 crore taka last year. 


During the period a sum of 90 million dollar including 77.30 million dollar in 
foreign exchange and 12.70 million dollar in local currency were paid up as 
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debt services in which 47.80 million dollar were paid on interest commitment 
and 42.20 million dollar as down payment. 


The total reserve of the foreign exchange component with Bangladesh Bank stood 
at 345.57 crore taka in April, 1982 which was 470.07 crore taka in February, 82 
and 450.88 crore taka in June, 1981. 


The deficit in the current account including the foreign exchange reserve was 
however, met mainly by long term foreign aid, loans and grants, special draw- 
ing rights (SDR) from the international monetary fund (IMF) and other short term 
loans given by different international agencies. 


Lower prices for most of the exportable items of Bangladesh due to depressed 
demand in the international market along with higher import prices of petroleun, 
industrial raw materials etc. were said to be the main factors for trade 
deficit in the country. The situation was aggravated by the global inflationary 
pressure which negatively affected the terms of trade of Bangladesh to a great 
extent. 


Figures for different years in the exchange rate of Bangladesh currency show 
that one US dollar was equal to eight taka in 1973-74 which increased to 15 taka 
in 1977-80, 16 taka in 1980-81 and 19.50 taka in 1981-82, 


The exchange rate of a dollar on import permit (IP) was 25 taka in 1980-81 which 
sharply came down to 21-22 taka last year. 


From 100 to 423.3 


According to the terms of trade indices in Bangladesh import price (base 100) 
in 1972-73 increased at 177 in the following year indicating an increase by 
7? per cent. It again increased at 253 or 42.9 per cent higher in 1974-75. 
The indices jumped at 363.2 or 36.3 per cent higher to its preceding year's 
figure of 266.4 in 1978-79 and stood at 454.5 indicating an increase by 7.4 
percent to the indices of 423.3 in 1980-81. 


On the other hand, the export price indices of 1972-73 (base 100) increased at 
131.2 im 1974-75 compared to 107.5 in 1973-74 indicating an increase by 22 per 
cent. But it fell down to 113.8 or minus 13.3 per cent the following year. 


The export price indices again rose to 229.2 in 1979-80 which was affected by 
the global inflationary trend in the next year. In 1980-81 it came down to 194 
showing a decrease by 15.4 per cent compared to previous year. The export price 
indices in 1981-82 again dropped at 160.7 or minus 17.2 per cent compared to 
1980-81. These meant that 100 taka export earning in 1972-73 came down to the 
equal of 35.4 taka in 1981-82 in real terms. 





Decrease in Export Price 


The price indices show that the average export price had sharply decreased by 
17.20 per cent and that resulted in a decline of export earning of 1981-82 by 
13.74 per cent in real terms, while since the prices of the imported goods in 
the external markets had incrcased by some 7.40 per cent and the exchange rate 
of Bangladesh money had also indicated a downward trend, the volume of import 
in terme of foreign exchange component showed an increase of 45.42 per cent 

in real terms. 
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Consequently the deficit in the balance of trade further widened and created 
crises over the country's accounts of balance of payments. Deficit of over 
400 crore taka inthe international balance of accounts was also one of the 
main causative factors of the change in the country's money supply which last 
year fell by 71.16 crore taka. This contractionary influence affected the 
normal flow of delivery in foreign exchange component from Bangladesh Bank for 
industrial and commercial imports for which many of the importers could not 
open their letters of credit for import in time causing dislocation in the 
production process of the country. 


CSO: 4220/7748 
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MINISTER: FOOD FOR WORK PROGRAM TO IMPROVE 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSIRVER in English 1 Aug 82 p 1 


[Text] Food Minister Air Vice-Marshal (Retd) A. G. Mahmood on Saturday said 
the present government was determined to make the Food for Works Programme 
(FWP) more meaningful and development-oriented for long term benefit of the 
people, reports BSS. 





He said the new policy of the FWP was to slowly shift the programmes emphasis 
from relief to development and generate employment for the rural people provid- 
ing infrastructural ievelopment at the village level. 


The minister was addressing all S.D.0.S. District and Subdivisional Food and 
Relief Officers of Dacca Division regarding the planning and implementation 
of the FWP's new policy (1982-83) at the Cabinet Root. 


Four lakh tons (110 lakh maunds) of wheat so far the highest amount has been 
earmarked for the Food for the Works Programme of 1982-83. Over 77 lakh maunds 
of wheat were utilised during last financial year for the programme. In the 
new policy the Minister said structural change has been made in the planning 
and implementation of the programme. The authority of approval of projects 
have now been delegated to the subdivision level from the relief and rehabili- 
tation which is in line with present government's decentralisation policy as 
enunciated by the Chief Martial Law Administrator. 





Air Marshal Mahmood said the new policy stipulated that all projects would be 
selected by Sub-divisional project implementation Committee out of projects 
listed in the union and thana plan books. He pointed out that the projects 
must be economically technically and socially viable so that it could produce 
long-term economic benefit and short-term employment aimed at improving quality 
of life of the rural people. 


The Minister said under the new policy all areas of the country would be 

covered by the programme. Areas which were earlier neglected or got meagre or 
no allotment would receive preferential treatment this time he told the meet- 
ing. He said the policy had provided that such local body and people would have 
full participation and involvement in the planning and implementation of the 
projects. 
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He said under the new policy we should now work together to make the programme 
more effective and free from corruption the main objective of the present 
government. 


The Minister directed the officials to keep close supervision of the projects 
and cautioned that no amount of negligence would be tolerated. He also reminded 
the officials that food received as donation from abroad should not be misused 
due to lack of supervision and control of local administration. 


The Minister will address similar meetings of the officials of the three remain- 


ing divisions at Jessore of Khulna Division, at Pabna in Rajshahi Division and 
at Comilla in Chittagong Division within the next few days. 


CSO: 4220/7745 














BANGLADESH 


PROBLEMS OF FOOD FOR WORK IMPLEMENTATION TOLD 
Dacca HOLIDAY in English 1 Aug 82 pp 3, 7 


[Text] Last year a total of 3.66 lakh tons of wheat had been approved for the 
various projects under food for work which was 50 lakh maunds more than the 
previous year. But the performance of the program in respect of the construc- 
tion of embankment and tanks was not satisfactory. 


In 1981-82 about 120 tanks were excavated or reexcavated compared to 197 of the 
preceding year. A total of 2190 miles of embankment were constructed or re- 
paired during the period under food for work program while the total length 

of embankment constructed during the previous year was 3095 miles. 


The food for works program in Bangladesh was launched in the wake of devas- 
tating flood and famine in 1974. The main objective of the scheme was to pro- 
vide employment opportunities to the flood affected people in rural areas. 


During the period from 1974-75 to 1980-81 a total amount of 15.53 lakh tons 
of wheat was utilized under the program and 14,718 miles of canals had been 
excavated or re-excavated, 13,175 miles embankment were constructed or re- 
constructed, 12,073 miles of kutcha roads were constructed or repaired and 
1112 tanks were re-excavated. 


Last year 96.40 lakh maunds of wheat were utilized in the projects under food 
for work while the works on 5,110 miles of canals, 2,190 miles of embankment, 
4,217 miles of roads and 120-tanks were done. 


CSO: 4220/7748 
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ACHIEVEMENTS IN RURAL ELECTRIFICATION REPORTED 


Dacca HOLIDAY in English 1 Aug 82 p 3 
[Article by Jaglul Alam] 


[Text] Until March 1981 the Rural Electrification Board (REB) has provided 
electric facilities to about 274 thanas out of about 479 thanas of the coun- 

try covering only about 12000 villages out of the total 65 thousand of the coun- 
try including 204 load growth centers, 125 village markets, 2200 power pumps 

and tube wells and a total of about 5.60 lakh consumers indicating only 17 

per cent achievement of its projected target. 


The target of REB could not be achieved due to resource constraints in terms of 
fund and technology and lack of adequate manpower. 


The primary task of the reb was to plan and implement area coverage rural elec- 
trification programs in Bangladesh. Keeping in view the availability of re- 
sources and implementation capability the board drew a master plan to accomplish 
its project in five separate phases. 





In each phase a few numbers of rural electric societies were developed compris- 
ing three to four thanas for construction of area coverage power distribution 
systems to be owned and managed by the consumers themselves. 


The rural electrification phase one program started in 1978 planned to con- 
struct 24 numbers of 33/11 kv substations and 3956 miles of power distribution 
lines in order to connect approximately 2.39 lakh households, 48 thousand com- 
mercial lines, 335 pumps and tube-wells, 832 small industries and about 35 
large industries installing about one lakh meters by December 1982. 


Later the target was revised to electrify over 5342 square miles facilitating 
2.02 lakh service connections covering 5643 power distribution lines through 
26 numbers of 33/11 kv sub-stations. 


But one of the above target 21 numbers of 33/11 kv substations in 12 rural 
electric societies have been installed and energized, 3200 miles of power dis- 
tribution lines have been constructed with about 300 miles in advanced stage of 
construction. Only 73 thousand and facilities have been created for meter 
installation. 
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Dacca District 


It is learnt that out of 478 mile-target set for line construction in Dacca 
Rural Electric Society (RES) only 450 miles have so far been completed. Out 
of targeted 658 mile construction of Comilla RES only 492 miles of lines have 
so far been completed. 


For Tangail RES a target was set io construct 416 miles of lines in which the 
local REB samity has provided service connections to only 195 miles. 


In Sylhet RES not even 15 per cent construction of the transmission and dis- 
tribution lines have been completed. In that area a target was set to construct 
415 miles of lines in which construction in only 54 miles have been completed. 


Only 24 miles of elec-lines have been constructed in Pabna RES whereas the 
target was set to construct lines of over 238 miles. In the area coverage 
last year (1981-82) a program was fixed to construct 6 numbers of 33/11 kv 
substations and 1500 miles of distribution lines including one head quarter 
building for RES. All the six substations have reportedly been constructed, 
installed and energized. 


Another project was taken up to extend the existing systems by constructing 
eight more substations. It is gathered that three have so far been com- 
pleted. 


Six more substations have remained under various stages of construction for 
a long time, it is learnt. 





Out of the targeted 1500 mile construction of the program, up to March this 
year construction of only 725 miles of distribution and transmission lines have 
so far been completed. Wells but target could not be achieved. 


During the same time it was programmed to provide service connections to over 
30 thousand consumers in which RED provided connections to less than 25 
thousand consumers. 


Village Markets 


Last year the REB energized 88 more thanas of th country including 10 load 
growth centers and 125 village markets along . .*. 1094 power pumps and tube wells 
and 38 thousand consumers. 


The acre phase-l program envisaged energizing and organizing the RES services 

in the districts of Dacca, Tangail, Comilla, Sylhet, Jessore, Pabna and Rajshahi 
covering 10.574 villages of 50 thanas of 5900 square miles by constructing 

5643 miles of power lines. At the same time an extension program was also taken 
to organize and develop eight RES areas under Rangpur, Khulna, Kushtia, Barisal, 
Bogra, Dinajpur, Mymensingh and Noakhali including 4546 villages covering 3052 
square miles of 24 thanas. 


It was decided that over 3052 square miles area will thus be energized cover- 
ing 2.67 lakh familes and 3373 irrigation and power pumps and 588 industrial 
units. 
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Until March only two RES projects have been organized while two others are 
under various stages of completion. Land for another RES has been acquired 
and necessary arrangements have been made to acquire lands for three more 
RES's, it is learnt. 


ADP 


It is learnt that during the revised allocation of annual development program 
of 1979-80 a sum of 55.79 crore taka including a foreign exchange component 
of 39 crore taka was allocated for various programs of REB out of which 54.40 
crore taka including 37.51 crore taka in foreign exchange was spent. 


The following year the board allocated a sum of 46.12 crore taka including a 
foreign exchange of 30.62 crore taka of which they spent only 25.52 crore taka 
including 9.31 crore taka in foreign currency. 


According to an estimated statistics 50.86 crore taka including 33.86 crore taka 


in foreign exchange was allocated for REB last year but the board could utilize 
only 34 crore taka. 


CSO: 4220/7748 
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FOREIGN OFFICE DENIES BANGLADESH HARBORS MIZOS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 31 Jul 82 pl 


[Text] A Foreign Office spokesman on Friday expressed surprise over a re- 
ported statement of Indian External Affairs Minister Mr Narasimha Rao to the 
effect that, “the Government (of India) have reasons to believe that elements 
of the Mizo National Front have been operating from Chittagong Hill Tracts 
area of Bangladesh." 


The spokesman categorically denied this contention made by Mr Rao in reply to 
a question in Lok Sabha on July 29. 


He said that the Government of Bangladesh has repeatedly assured the Govern- 
ment of India that it would not allow its territory to be used for hostile 
activities against the Indian Government. He further stated that the two 
Governments were committed to ensure that peace and tranquility are maintained 
at the border and to take effective measures for this purpose. 


The spokesman also stated that the Government of Bangladesh deeply regrets 
that this statement should have been made close on the heels of a statement 
by the Indian Deputy Defence Minister on the floor of the Lok Sabha on the 
subject of South Talpatty and other anti-Bangladesh allegations in certain 
sections of the Indian Press at a time when the Government of Bangladesh is 
actively engaged in creating a favourable atmosphere for improving relations 
with India. 





CSO: 4220/7744 
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BANGLADESH BANK DRAWS UP ANNUAL MONETARY PROGRAM 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jul 82 ppl, 8 


[Text] The gross domestic credit with in the economy will record a rise by 
27.33 per cent to Taka 7911.04 crore at year-end in 1982-83 over the related 
level of Taka 6436.04 crore on June 30, last. 


Bangladesh Bank has drawn up annual monetary and credit programming for 1982-83. 
The programme has been based on three asumptions for the year a) An annual 
growth of Gross Domestic Product by six percent, b) an average price escalation 
to the extent of 12 per cent and c) a deficit of Taka 510 crore (243 million 

US dollar) in the foreign sector. 


Under the credit programming for 1982-83 the net credit to government is expected 
to rise by 5.60 per cent to Taka 1602.22 crore during the year. The gross credit 
to public sector excluding pure governmental operations is anticipated to in- 
crease by 29.92 per cent to Taka 2954.83 crore at year-end in June ‘83. The 
gross credit to private sector has been programmed at the level of Taka 3353.95 
crore in June '83 as against Taka 2633.99 crore on Jun. 30, ‘82. 


The broad money supply (inclusive of notes-in-circulation demand deposits and 
time deposits) within the economy is projected to record a rise of 19 per cent 
to Taka 5615.46 crore in June '83 from Taka 4718.48 crore in June ‘82. 


The monetary and credit programming as worked out by Bangladesh Bank for 1982-83 
anticipates that foreign sector would account for Taka 1896.54 crore in the gross 
domestic credit of Taka 7911.04 crore for the year. The other liabilities will 
total Taka 399.02 crore in 1982-83. 


The projection by Bangladesh Bank about the country's balance of payments in 
1982-83 shows an overall deficit of 242 million US dollars i.e. Taka 510 crore. 
The FOB value of exports for the current fiscal year has been anticipated at 685 
million US dollars and the C.I.F. value of imports at 2380 million US dollars 
giving a deficit of 1695 million dollars in the trade balance. 


CSO: 4220/7742 
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PROBLEMS OF MULTIWELL DRILLING PROJECT TOLD 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 28 Jul 82 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The Multiwell Drilling Programme (MDP) financed under a West German 
grant to explore oil and gas has now entered a crucial stage. 


There are two options: either the project will be completed with the drilling 
of three morewells still left or it will be abandoned. 


A mission from the West German donor agency, Kreditanstak Frankfurtmain (KFW) 
is now in Dacca to hold discussions with the Petrobangla officials about contin- 
uation of further exploration in Sylhet. 


The KFW provided a grant of Taka 100 crore in 1980 for drilling five wells at 
Sylhet. The two wells at Beanibazar and Atgram in Sylhet district were drilled 
and the fund was exhausted before drilling of other three wells under the pro- 
ject. While the task of drilling at Fenchuganj which is located at the “High 
Pressure Zone" was about to begin about two weeks ago the KFW intimated to 
Petrobangla that the drilling programme has been terminated. The decision for 
termination of the programme was taken in view of the long delay resulting in 
huge wastage of money. 


Though the well at Beanibazar was completed over a year ago it was left without 
testing. And now the deep drilling rigset to drill well at Fenchuganj is 

being dismantled and is being shifted to Beanibazar for testing the well there 
involving a huge amount of money. This unnecessary expenditure could easily 
have been avoided had the Beanibazar well been tested before shifting of the 
rig after drilling. 





Poor planning and bad consultancy are responsible for such a situation. 


Non-availability of some essential equipment needed for drilling well in a High 
Pressure Zone kept the drilling rig idle at Fenchuganj and decision was taken 
to demobilize the rig after its installation for testing Beanibazar well. 


Experts say that the Beanibazar well could be tested with the rig owned by 
Petrobangla and a huge sum of money would be saved in doing so. 


The KFW mission now in Dacca is learnt to have expressed willingness to continue 
the Multiwell Drilling Programme. If this is done for the success of the pro- 
gramme utmost caution should be exercised to save money and avoid all sorts of 
unnecessary expenditure. 
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On the basis of experience already gathered during the last two years in the 
field of exploration of oil and gas, Petrobangla can supervise the job and 
avoid a large number of consultants getting heavy remuneration. On, the 
other hand, a revision of the whole plan may be made to limit the expenditure 
at the minimum for drilling of three more wells covered by the programme. 


As the High Pressure Zone has never been explored before in the subcontinent 


drilling at Fenchuganj is vital in the field of exploration and must be carried 
out with every available means in the greater national interest. 
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BANGLADESH 


NOTES ON JAPANESE GRANT TO BANGLADESH SIGNED 
Dacca THE NEW NATION in English 3 Aug 82 ppl, 8 


[Text] Bangladesh will receive a grant of approximately Taka 21.16 crore (2540 
million yen) from Japan for construction of foodgrain storehouses and establish- 
ment of National Broadcasting House under two separate exchange of notes signed 
between the two countries here yesterday, reports BSS. 


Of the total amount, to be disbursed during the current Japanese financial year 
(April 1982 to March 1983). 


Taka 15 crore has been earmarked for Foodgrain Storehouses Project (4th phase) 
and the rest Tk 6.16 crore for establishment of National Broadcasting House. 


Under the grant of Tk 15 crore (1800 million yen), to be utilised by the 
Ministry of Food, 30 units of godowns of 1000 tons capacity each will be con- 
structed at Tejgaon (Dacca), Santahar (Bogra), Halishahar (Chittagong), Dinajpur 


and Mymensingh. 


The government of Japan extended a grant of yen four billion the third phase for 
construction of foodgrain storehouses and 50 units of godowns of 1000 capacity 
each were constructed under that grant. 


The other grant of Tk 6.16 crore (yen 740 million) for establishment of National 
Broadcasting House will be utilised by Radio Bangladesh under the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting. This is an additional grant to be utilised for 
implementation of the ongoing National Broadcasting Project for which the govern- 
ment of Japan had offered a grant of Yen 1440 million last year. 


Both these grants will have to be utilised within March 31, 1983 unless the 
period is extended by mutual agreement between the two governments. The 
grants are tied to Japan for procurement of equipment, materials and services. 


Kazi Fazlur Rahman, Secretary External Resources Division and Mr Hirohiko 
Otsuka, Ambassador of Japan in Bangladesh signed the agreement on behalf of 
the respective countries at the Planning Commission. 


Japan has been providing Bangladesh substantial economic assistance both in 

the form of grant and loans in some of the vital sectors of economy. The grant 
assistance is utilised in the form of food aid and for importing essential 
inputs and for agricultural development as well as for financing small projects. 
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mn the other hand, assistance in the form of loan is utilised for financing 
projects requiring bigger investment. Some of the projects recently financed 
under Japanese grant assistance are Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases, the 
BRTC Central Workshop Project, Central Extension Resources Development Insti- 
tute, Bangladesh College of Agricultural Sciences, Narayanganj-Nansingdi Irri- 
gation Project and Firebrigade Ambulance Services. 


Japan has maintained a steady level of aid to Bangladesh and with the signing 
of the present agreement the total Japanese aid to Bangladesh stands at Yen 
262.740 billion equivalent to approximately US dollar 1094.75 million. This 
year Japan has pledged to Bangladesh a loan of Yen 27.5 billion equivalent to 
US dollar 114.58 million and assistance in the form of grant of at least Yen 11 
billion equivalent to US dollar 45.84 million. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


*TIME’ ISSUE CONFISCATED--Bangladesh Government has forfeited all copies of the 
wth issue (datud July 26, 1982) of the TIME magazine published dy John A. 
Meyers 541 N Fairbanks Court Chicago Illinois 60611 USA reports BSS. The 
action has been taken as the said issue of the magazine contains an imaginary 
picture of the fourth Caliph of Islam as well as derogatory writings against 
him which tend to outrage the religious feelings of the Muslims of Bangladesh 
and attempt to promote feelings of enmity or hatred between different classes 
of citizene of Bangladesh. According to a notification all other documents 
containing copies reprints, translation of or extracts from the said magazine 
have also been declared forfeited to the Government. [Text] [Dacca THE 


BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 1 Aug 82 p 1] 
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INDIA 


WRITER REVIEWS PROBLEMS OF INDO-U.S. RELATIONS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27, 28 Jul 82 





{Article by Girilal Jain] 


I--A Two-Track Perspective 


[27 Jul 82 p 8] 
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ally who, incidentally, was trv- 
to bring Afghanistan into the 
Indo-Iranian cooperation. 
inger himself tried to re- 


which President Nixon's ‘tlt’ 
towards Pakistan had caused and 
received a warm welcome in New 
Delhi in 1974. 

This two-track approach has sur- 
vived President Reagan's decision 
to arm Pakistan with the most 
sophisticated equipment, including 
the dreaded F-16s. On the Indian 
side, Mrs. Gandhi bas been hishly 
critical of this decision, impinging 
as it does on India’s secunty, but 


as 
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also shown keen interes: in improv- 
ing ties with the United States, 
China and Pakistan. 


evea 
Perceived Interests 
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and hs a:des 


thoughts. Else, they would not have 
invited Mrs. Gandhi to visit the Uni- 
ted States and she would not have ac- 
cepted the invitation. Thus, there is 
at least a chance Wat Mr. Reagan, 
too, might stick to the two-track 
approach — of arming Pakistan ane? 


at the same ume trying to accom- 
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sweeping the world since the 

of World War Il, a luti 
which also witnessed the rise 
United States as the leading 
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Ses 


or 


by and large seen the United Sates 
as the dominant power the 
Soviet Union as a reactive power 
despite its adherence to, and propa- 
gation of, a universal ideology. 
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The Americans are an ideological 
people. Unlike major em 
states, the United States did not 
grow in a natural way. It was creat- 
ed round an ideology, an ideology 
which proclaimed the equality of 
all men to be an axiomatic truth, 
which it is not. They are also a 
self-righteous people. The same is 
true of us Indians. Unlike the Unit- 
ed States. India is not a sudden 
creation. It has grown over several 
millennia. Yet, modern India, too, 
is being created round two ideolo- 
gies — the ideologies of nationalism 
and democracy 


Both the Americans and the 
Indians have, therefore, tended to 
formulate and articulate their poli- 
cies and mutual differences in ideo- 
logical and consequently in sweep- 
ing terms. But both are also prag- 
matic and have, therefore, managed 
to ensure that they do not push 
their differences to the breaking- 
point. 
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NDIA'S policy of non-alignment 


differences with the United 
since of the super-powers if 
stronger and more prone 
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Pakistan is, of course, a sovereign 
state. It was so in 1954 when the 
US. decided to arm it. But its 


tion as final. They explained their 
raison d'etre in terms of a highly 
distorted view of Hindu-Muslim 
relations over a millennium. And 
they spared little effort to aggravate 
communal tensions within posi- 
partition India. So India could pot 
possibly treat the US. decision to 
arm akistan as 64) transaction 
between two sovereign nations to 
which it had no title to object. For 
India, it constituted an intervention 
which was bound to prevent a na- 
tural balance of forces trom emerg- 
ing within the sub-conunent and 
within India itself. 


Indian experts had serious doubts 
regarding the validity of Su Olaf 
Caroe’s theory that Pakistan was a 
Central Asian and a Persian-Arab 
Gulf power by virtue of its geogra- 
phical location and religwn and 


could, therefore, play an important 
role w contain Soviet power in 
those regions vital to the West. The 
Indians were convinced that Pakis- 
tan was oeither inclined to play nor 


[1l--Need for Mutual Respect 


capable of playing such a role, that 
India was its sole preoccupation, in- 
deed obsession, and that it would 
one day turn its US.-gifted arms 
= Se ow try, which it did finally 
in " 


New Circumstances 
Indian doubts regarding Pakis- 
tan’s capacity to promote U.S. in- 
teresis in the Gulf can only be 
Strengthened in the new circum- 
stances of the Soviet military pre- 
sence in Afghanistan, the Islamic 
fundamentalist revolution in Iran 
and the Iran-Iraq war. All 
these are matters of deep 
to India and New Delhi 
has little doubt that the U.S. res 
ponse in the shape of renewed arms 
supplies to Pakistan is not de- 
signed to help the cause of stability 
in the region, or to promote US. 
interests or, for that matter, to help 
Pakistan preserve its own integrity. 
; ith Pakistan in 
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organised a minor 
armed conflict with India as a dress 
rehearsal for the subsequent move 
in Jammu and Kashmir. 

India today is much more con 
fident than it was before 1971 
when Pakistan broke into two. in 
terms of leadership, pragmatic in- 
dividuals not unduly influenced by 


explore possrbt 

ties with the United States. There 
is also a large reservoir of good- 
will for Amerka in our country 
despite serious poly differences. 
This sentiment is no longer limited 
to individuals who can be said 


have now relations and friends liv- 
ing. studying and working ia the 
United States. The ball is now 
firmly in the US. court. India -s 
ready for close tics with it 


Important Country 


We have been told all too often 
that we do not matter all that much 
to the Americans. If that is, :n- 
deed, so, there is not much to dis- 
cuss. do not think that is 
As we see il, we are by 

the~ most important country 
our part of the world by virtue 
our 


ties and our geographical location. 
We are potentially a considerable 
economic and military power. We 
have littl doubt tht the U.S 
effort to build a world order under 
its tutelage has failed and cannot 
be successfully revived. In fact, 
some us see in President 
Reagan's policy of indifference to 
the North-South dialogue and the 
advocacy of a curtailed role fo 
the IMF and the World Bank an 
abandonment of that effort, what- 
ever the rhetoric that emanates 
from Washington. So our perspec- 
tive is that if not now, then in 
course of time, the U.S. should be 
interested in relations with 
us. We are willing to wait. Mear- 
while, we shall do all we can ‘to 
protect ourselves against the ill- 
effects of U.S. moves such as the 
arming of Pakistan. 

As some of us see it in India, 
the U.S. no longer has a cohercni 
and viable world-view. Reaganism 
is a kind of neo-isolationism or 
neo-nationalism which cannot be 
reconciled with the requirements 
of the continuing competition with 
the Soviet Union and America’s 
leadership aspirations. Its militar- 
ism also we see as an escape from 
the complex international reality 
into a make-believe world. We are 
unable to predict how US. policy 
will shape. In this situation of lack 
of a meaningful US. foreign policy 
which accords with the reality of 
its own power and of the world 
scene, it .is impossible to suggest 
the basis of a durable Indo-US 
friendship. But certain proposi- 
hons can be made. 

First, the US. will need to 

greatcr consideration § for 
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the democratic framework calls for 
sustained support from friendly 
quarters. 


its commitments as in regard to 
the y -* enriched uranium 
for the Tarapur plant. For it to 
renege on solemn ts is 
to make nonsense of very con- 
cept of reliability which is essen 
tial for durable relations. 

Fourthly, Washington must ac- 
cept that India cannot and will noi 
be a-party to an anti-Soviet 


it may be to specific acts of iet 
policy. This does not mean thai 
the U.S. must accept the Indian 
view of Soviet policy before the 
two countries can draw close to 
each other. Not at all. India is 
prepared for cooperation in areas 
of common interest despite differ- 
ences in others. But it does 
mean that WS. policy-makers 
should not be’ obsessed qith the 
so<alled Soviet threat to a point 
uhere they find it impossible to 
appreciate the viewpoints of other 
fnendly countries. What can the 
U.S. expect from India ia return? 


For America, it should be vital 
that India remains true to itself 
and realises its economic and 
social potential as a democracy. 'a 
the very act of preserving its auto- 
nomy and injegrity, even if ip 
defiance of the United States itself, 
India ,will be contributmg to the 
rise of a world order which is in 
America’s long-term interest to 
promote and sustain. India’s asser- 
tion of its independence and pride 
is an American asset provided. of 


~ 
« 
~~ 


can perhaps show greater regard 
for U.S. susceptibilities than they 
have done in the past. The line 
is not easy to draw since there is 
no issue of foreign or defence 
2. Opinion in the 
S. itself has not been divided. 
But the task is not impossible 
Indeed, as we in India have come 


success in its present endeavour 
can make the world a little safer 
for the prosperous and democratic 
West, including America, while 1s 
failure —, but add to A. = 
certainties dangers ur 
around us. 

Of all non-European civilisations, 
India’s is closest to the West ‘no 
values and intellectual terms 
Members of the other two non- 
European civilisations are essen- 
tially hostile to it) culture even if 
some of them cooperate with it 
for reasons of expediency. So- it 
should be possible for Americans 
and Indians to recognise the com- 
munity of values and aspirations 
and not allow temporary conflicts 
to cloud their view of each other. 


























INDIA 


GANDHI REPORTED PLANNING GOVERNMENT CHANGES 
Madras THE HINDU in English 29 Jul 82 p 9 
{Article by G. K. Reddy: "New Talent: PM's Options Limited"™] 


{Text} New Delhi, July 28. Amidst the intensive preparations for her American 
visit, the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, spent a lot of time in the last 
two weeks, mulling over confidential reports on the functioning of the Central 
Ministries and Congress(1)-run State Governments. 


The review was aimed at re-assessing the performance of the Central Ministers 

in charge of key portfolios and the Chief Ministers of the large States to see 
what could be done to improve the quality of the administration, without rocking 
the boat too hard and creating more problems for herself, in the bargain. 


The Prime Minister is well aware that, though the ruling party at the Centre 
remains, by and large, quite loyal to her, it has lately become rather restive 
for a variety of reasons. She knows that the vocal sections of the party are 
becoming increasingly disillusioned with the functioning of the Government, 
either out of understandable concern for the prestige of the party or due to 
personal pique over the continued exclusion of some of the more ambitious ones 
amongst them from positions of power and patronage in the prevailing permissive 
atmosphere. 


Cynical satisfaction: The rank-and-file of the Congress(I) is no less troubled 
by the embarrassing exposures in Parliament of Governmental lapses and Minister- 
ial infractions. The party is no longer reacting with any orchestrated fury or 
sense of outrage over the Opposition attacks and insinuations. The average 
Congress(I) MP tends to draw some cynical satisfaction from the onslaughts on 
Ministers, if only because, they are denied the opportunity to give expression 
to their own misgivings when they come across instances of gross impropriety in 
high places. 


The position in the States is much worse because, in many cases, the liberties 
are taken by the Chief Ministers themselves, which means that there is none to 
restrain the lesser personalities in power from playing havoc with the adminis- 
tration. The dissidents, campaigning against the Chief Ministers, feel that 
they can get away with their defiance simply by reaffirming their loyalty to 
Mrs Gandhi, while running down her ‘'proconsuls" in the respective States. The 
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The malaise has become so deep-seated that the rival groups in each State cabinet 
have been openly intriguing against one another in this remorseless power game. 


The Prime Minister will have an opportunity to remove some of these distortions 
and induct a few more promising persons into her team during the coming Cabinet 
reshuffle. But she is evidently in no position to go in for a major shake-up 
by dropping many of her colleagues who have become a liability to her either 
because of their incompetence or controversial actions. 


Choice of talent Limited: Despite her unquestioned supremacy over the party, 
Mrs Gandhi's freedom of choice in inducting abler men into her Cabinet has been 
restricted, strangely enough, by her own reluctance to make the best use of the 
available talent. Both her critics and admirers share the feeling that she acts 
decisively by wielding the big stick only in the face of an incipient or real 
threat to her own position. 


The proposed Cabinet reshuffle is, therefore, not creating the kind of excite- 
ment normally generated by the talk of major changes. The various aspirants, 
who have been waiting impatiently for their turn, are troubled by the gnawing 
thought that they might miss the bus again, while those already ensconced in 
positions of power, are not feeling uncertain about their own continuance to 
the same degree as before when the very talk of a shake-up used to make them 
terribly insecure about their future. 


Complex situation in States: The situation in the States is much more complex 
because the whole power structure has been eroded at the local levels, making 
the Chief Ministers more and more vulnerable to inner party revolts. There is 
hardly a single Congress(I)-run State that is not riven by factionalism with 

the result that it has become increasingly difficult to carry on the administra- 
tion. 


At one stage, the Prime Minister was toying with the idea of another Kamaraj 
plan to ease out some of the unwanted Chief Ministers, but the whole thing was 
quietly abandoned in the absence of any obvious alternatives in many States to 
activate the party units and provide better administration. The unwanted Chief 
Ministers are being retained in some cases all because Mrs Gandhi does not want 
to give the impression of yielding to dissident pressures. 


It remains to be seen how far Mrs Gandhi would go in reshuffling the Central 
Cabinet after the current session of Parliament, whether she would be content 
with only cosmetic changes or opt for a major shake-up to demonstrate her de- 
termination to improve the administration. If she takes the plunge and sheds 
some of the deadwood from her team at the Centre, it would naturally follow 
that there would be parallel changes in the States as well. 
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POTENTIAL FOR INDO-JAPANESE ECONOMIC TIES EXAMINED 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 12 Jul 82 p 8 


{Article by Rajaram Panda: 
Growth" ] 


[Text ] T= economic relationship bet- 
ween India and Japan has 

been complementary over the 

years, amd both have made ef- 

forts at various levels to conso- 

lidate it further. Unfortunately, 

the degree of complementarity 

has been steadily declining in 

recent years. Though both have 
endeavoured to intensify and di- 

versify their economic interests 

by developing trade, industrial 
collaboration and investment, this 
development has bee~ rather slow 
and there js obviously great 
scope for f r_ diversifica- 
tion and intensification. What is 
needed is an atmosphere of sin- 
cerity and recipricity. A climate. 
uld be a precondition | 


nership. 

The importance 
dia’s export market 
{rom the fact 
dia's best export — 


India is an import- 
ant regi pertner of Japan, 
it assumes @ very low position in 
relation to Japan's globa! trans 
actions. India’s share of tota] Ja- 
panese imports has remained 
around 1 per cent, while its share 
of *ctal Japanese exports has 
> less than }] per cent In 
absolute terms, the turnover of 
India Japan trade has just cros- 
sed $2 billion. after remaining 
around §] billion for several 
years. 

While Japan's imports from 
India declined from 855 per 
cent of total Japanese imports in 
1951 to 08 per cent in 1977, Ja 
rined exports to India also de- 
¢ 


from 7.39 per cent of total 


Japanese exports to 0.59 

cent during the same period. 'Si- 
milarly, Japanese investment in 
foreign eallaboration in India 
amounted to only $32 million on 
March 31. 1979 or about 0.1 per 
cent of its total private invest- 
ment abroad of about $27 billion 
to that date Japan's share in 
cases of foreign investment ap- 


proved (capital and technology) 


by Indla during 1957-1979 total- 
led 502 out of the total of 5,706, 
or only 88 per cent. 
Nevertheless, Japan is 
important to ia that yice 
versa. It is ome of India’s im- 
rtant trading partners. In 1978 
9. India’s exports to Japan 


more 


litt'e ef- 
ort has been made to tap it 


TOTAL VALUE 


There has been a modest 
growth In the total value of Indo 
Japanese bilateral 
$647 million in 1972 to $1.8 bil- 
lion In 1979—with the balance of 
trade remaining in India's fa- 
vour every since 1972. Ja- 
pan's vertical trade structure has 
contributed to this development. 


However, 80 jong as Japan en- 
joys at least an overal] balance 
Of payment equilibrium, there 
would be little incentive to cor- 
ky imbalance with 

ame has come to acc a 
multilateral pattern of » 
whereby its large import deficit 


INDIA 


"Indo-Japanese Ties: Potential Partners in Economic 


with ‘resource-producing coun- 
tries such as Australia, Canada, 
India and the West Asian coun- 
tries is balanced by export sur- 
nluses with some countries of 
ren ith the pot 
wi exception 
of apiteiten the Init- 
ed States and the European 
Economic Community. In fiscal 
1977-78, Jepan had $9 billion 
trade surplus with the USA 
alone and $4.6 billion with the 
EEC. In 1080. its trade surplus 
with the EEC amounted to $11.5 
billien. 
Trade in Iron ore. India’s ma- 
fer eactonss export item, has 
seriously threatened bv the 
emergence of other resource-ex- 
oe countries such as Austra- 
Brazi] who are exploiting 
their resource clout. In 1559. 
India's share in total Japanese 
iron ore imports was 315 per 
cent; in 1 it fell to 21.5 per 
cent. In 1 it declined to 187 
oes cent and by 1972. it further 
eli to 16 per cent. By 1977. it 
had shrunk to a mere ‘14 «per 


cent. 

Though India sells nearly 70 
to 80 per cent of its total iron 
ore exports to Jaoan, inace 
quate harbour faciiities. lick of 
infrastructure and hand'ing {ac 
lities have put constrein:s on the 
competitiveness of Indian won 
ore. Besides, India has earned 
the reputation af being a “re. 
source nationalist” country in 
Japanese eyes. Though India is 
credited to bave one quarter of 


the world’s iron ore reserves. 
lack of interest in exploiting the 
deposits reduced the inducement 
to —— Japanese importers 
to develop interest in Indic* 























Japan finds it more convenient to 
trade with capitalist countries 
like Australia, Brazil or Indo 
nesia as they appear more will- 
ing to negotiate. Japan finds India 
not only a herd § negotiator but 
considers India's economic poll- 
cies very protectionist. 


LABOUR PROBLEM 


The iniand location of iron ore 
depos..s also discourages Japan. 
Because of their relative near- 
ness, Japan feels that the de- 
posits in Goa are pe ealy ones 
negotiable. Japan been the 
main investor in the develop 
ment of mines in Goa and is sow 
afraid that deposits in Goa will 
soon be eted. Another im- 
portant factor contributing to 
the stagnation of our ifon ore 
trade is the disinclination to in- 
troduce modern machines in view 
of the labour problem related to 
unemployment However. the ex- 

ft potentia] of the Kudremukh 
ron ore project provides an op 
portunity to Japan to absorb the 
exportable surpluses of iron ore. 
pa _— between + 
and Japan o-e scope for 
increased LK, . Kudremukh 
iron ore may not be fruitless. 


India’s ex potential is 
considerable In some of the pri- 
vate sector products. such as 
engineering goods, basie chemi- 
cals, pharmaceuti-als and cosme 
tics, leather and leather pro- 
ducts value-added ang  labour- 
Intensive handicrafts, gems and 
jewellery, jute manufactures, 
sports . wuBpmapufactured 
tobacco, raw cotton and handicom 
goods. spices, marine products. 
cashew. feedstuff for animals, 
tea and coffee. 


The Japanese economy has 
undergone a major structura) ad- 
ustment in recent years. Japan 
been switching over te « 
pattern of industrial growth con- 
centrating on know edge-inten- 
sive industries and vacauag some 
industrial areas because of es 
calating labour costs, shortage 
of raw Materials ar pollytion 
problems. Indian exporters have 
not taken edvantage of these op 
ftunities and most of these 
ndustries have heen a>eorhed oy 
South Korea, Hongkong asd S'n 
gopore. There is a need for 


fresh thinking with regard to 
policy instruments. at least in 
the eng heering and electronic 


fe ds Simultaneous efforts need 
to be made for easurina secu- 
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rity of supplies, quality and de- 
liv schedu'es. Unfortunate’v, 
v a fraction of the effort 

that has been made for the Eu- 
ropean and American markets 
has been directed towards Japan. 
Direct Japanese investment in 
India is extremely smal] due to 
the latter's emphasis on 
import substitution Invest- 
ment is a more involv 


of economic fre. 
laying the founda 
tion for more mutual contacts 
and & more meaningful relation- 


snip in the form transfer of 
technology, capital as well «as 
management and ==s en 


: trepre- 
neuria) skills. Indo-Japanese 
involvement ip this is in- 
adequate. 

Japanese enterprises generally 
prefer technical collaboration to 
direct investment in the case of 
India. The number of technical 
collaborations in which Japanese 
enterprises participsted account- 
ed for 9 per cent of the total 
forei technical collaborations 
in (ndia during 1957-79 and 
Japan ranked fourth in this area. 
A recent report by the India- 
Japan Study Committee hizhiight- 
ed the difference in perceptions 
between Japan and Indie ex- 
perienced by Japanese enter. 
prises in their co.laborations with 
ndian counterparts. 


recently, Japan has 
encours by the im 
provement in fadia's investment 
climate. The potentia! of mutual 
gains thet would accure from 
oint ventures in third countries 
s led both the countries to 


More 


set an amb) twoway trade 
target of $5 bil in the next 
five from the current $2 


years, 
billion. The target was propos 
ed the Indian delegation to 
the bh joint meeting of the 
standing committees of the 
India-Japan Business Consultative 
Counci! held in mid-April. 1982. 


The Ja side accepted the 
prepesel Both countries also 


scientific and economic coopera. 
tion during the recent visit of 
Mc P. V, Narasimha Rao to 
Tokyo. . 


Despite the annua! meeting of 
the Business tion Commit 
tees, the two-way trade has been 
far from satisfactory due mainly 
to infrastructural and bureaucra- 
tie constraints im india, the off- 


i 
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ute 
BoGne 
il 
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dustrial ventures, in West 
Africa and Soutb-east Asia. 


SPARE PARTS 


Mther energy fields in which doth 
can collaborate inc!ude therma! 


development of alternative ener. 
gy sources and avoidance of 
pollution. 

While the Indian export items 
would mostly comprise primary 
products. imports from Jap2n 
would be mo-tiv concentrated on 
machinery, spare parts and com. 
ponents. Indian industries are 
still mollveoddied by tariffs and 
a mild fresh breeze of imort com- 

tition would stir them up. 

is would also create the ne 
compu!sions for im 

ment in quality, reduction in 

costs ard co on. and ipcrease the 

competitive edge of the products. 


The recent «ignine of a deal 
by Maruti Udyog with Suzuki 

otor Comeuny of Jatan for 
making 100.000 vehicles per 
year (consisting of 40000 cars 
and 60.000 m'crobuse< and pick- 
Up vans) marks a new ohas* in 
Indo-Japanese economic fc'a 


tions. The “spi'iover e*ect” of 
thie tie up in -everal other in- 
dustries would be enormous. 


S-me vigilance i« necessary, lest 
the whimsical attituce of some 
bureaucrats Im the Economic Af- 
fairs Division and other con. 
cerned branches of the Govern. 
ment retards fructification of the 
ambitious plans. 
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Report on Press Club Appearance 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 1 Aug 82 pp l, 9 


[Text] Washington, July 31 (PTI)--Prime Minister Indira Gandhi made it clear 
yesterday that India was not seeking American military aid. 


Mrs Gandhi, who was answering questions at the National Press Club luncheon in 
her honour, said, "We are not seeking military aid from any country. Whatever 
we have we have bought." India's effort was to buy and then try to make them 
in the country so that dependence on others was reduced. It also helped the 
country to be self-reliant she added. 


In a one-hour question answer session, the Prime Minister dealt with a wide 
variety of questions ranging from the results of her talks with President Ronald 
Reagan to question of succession in India. 


The press conference was broadcast live to India and on certain channels to 
audiences in the United States. 


In answer to another question relating to the arms supply, Mrs Gandhi said 

India had bought from the Soviet Union for many years. It had been trying to 
diversify supply not only of defence equipment but other imports as well. Asked 
if India had a nuclear bomb, the Prime Minister said, "We do not have nuclear 
weapons. We would like a nuclear freeze because we are for general disarmament. 
We have been working for disarmament because we are against war and we do not 
think that war solves problems. We are especially against nuclear war." 


Formal Visit Over 


Mrs Indira Gandhi ended the formal part of her visit to the United States last 
night on a note of optimism shared by both countries that their relations are 
poised for a new beginning. 


The optimism is induced on the Indian side by the acceptance by the U.S. for 
the first time of India's status as a nonaligned country implied in the praise 
of New Delhi's role in international arena by President Ronald Reagan and his 
administration aides. 


It is also evident in the unprecedented media attention given to Mrs Gandhi 
which might surprise many observers against the background of the cool and at 
times sour Indo-U.S. relations in the recent past. 


In her public and private pronouncements in the last two days, Mrs Gandhi had 
been stressing that there was room in one's life for more than one friendship, 
signalling thereby that India sought better relations with the U.S. not at the 
expense of its ties with the Soviet Union. 


Mrs Gandhi told leading American representatives yesterday, "We value Soviet 
friendship and we will not give it up." 




















She recalled that when she went to Saudi Arabia recently there was a hullabaloo 
in the Pakistan press and said that she had then stated, "I am not here to break 
friendship but to make a new one.” 


Mrs Gandhi took many questions on Pakistan and Afghanistan and India's relations 
with China. 


In reply to a question if India would make a pre-emptive strike against Pakistan 
nuclear installations, Mrs Gandhi replied, "No." 


She said India was convinced that Pakistan would not use the American arms 
against Soviet Union or Afghanistan. In the earlier years, Pakistan did not 
have much weaponry but "they still attacked us." 


On China, Mrs Gandhi said it was India which took the initiatives to improve 
its relationship with Beijing. No head of government would have tolerated so 
many snubs that were administered by China but “still we persisted." 


Afghan Issue 


Mrs Gandhi told a questioner that India had publicly criticised the Soviet Union 
on Afghanistan bit “it is true we did not use your words." 


She said India believed there could be a solution through negotiation but it 
was difficult to say whether things had moved forward or backward. It was 
evident the Soviets would not tolerate any regime in Kabul which was anti- 
Moscow. That would adversely affect their Asian republics. 


One correspondent quoted the American secretary of state, Mr George Shultz, as 
saying that the Soviets should withdraw their troops from Afghanistan. 


Mrs Gandhi said if some talks began in some form there would be greater chance 
tor Soviet withdrawal. 


Mrs Gandhi referred to the recent change in the attitude of ASEAN countries 
towards India. She was asked if India was giving military assistance to Viet- 
nam. The Prime Minister said no weapons were being given or sold to Vietnan. 
Apart from the fact that India had no weapons to spare, “we do not believe in 
ideological military assistance.” 


Three Attacks 


The Prime Minister said that India had faced three aggressi y Pakistan and 
saw no rationale or logical reason for arming Pakistan. 


India, she said, had always extended the hand of friends.ip and cooperation to 
Pakistan to avoid any crisis or conflict with it. 


On disarmament, Mrs Gandhi said India would like the United States and the 


Soviet Union to come to an understanding though she wondered if India could 
serve as a bridge as a questioner suggested. 
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India and the United States, Mrs Gandhi said, had differences on foreign policy. 
But each country decided its foreign policy having regard to its geographical 
location and historical necessities. 


On economic policy, she pointed out that no country could be fully self-reliant. 
Countries like India were developed in some areas and very undeveloped in others. 
India needed assistance in sophisticated technology and items which would help 
the country stand on its own feet. 


A correspondent asked which way India was swaying. Mrs Gandhi: "We stand up- 
right." (Applause) 


Asked about her relations with the Indian press, Mrs Gandhi said the press in 
most countries seemed to be anti-establishment. In India, it would not be fair 
or right to lump all the press into one because different newspapers and periodi- 
cals had different views. 


She realised that the press had a very important role to play. She and her 
father had been so much criticised that “It has become a part of my life.” 


But, she said, she did mind the criticisingof certain policies directed toward 
the betterment of the people. Such criticism, she said, harmed the nation as 
a whole. 


India faced trem“. problems and the hope of the people had to be kept up. 
It was not merely . sestion of raising the standard of living of the people 
but of moving the entire nation and lifting the people from one age to another. 


Her government, the Prime Minister said, did not want to hide anything from the 
press. But there must be a balanced picture of the achievements of the country. 


She pointed out that it was through the efforts of those people considered to be 
tradition-bound that India had been able to achieve self sufficiency in food 
through new methods of agriculture. 


Farm Problems 


A correspondent asked the Prime Minister whether the growing population could 
sustain India's economic growth. 


"Yes it can," Mrs Gandhi replied except that there were new problems in modern 
agriculture. India was primarily an agricultural country. Efforts were made 
to develop and make use of alternative and renewable sources of energy, “The 
population is growing so fast... (asterisks....) It is a problem,” she 
admitted. 


"We have been told that we are 39 million people fewer than what we would have 
been without family planning programme," she said. 


But at the same time, Mr Gandhi explained, family planning could not be brought 
about by force, especially on a subject that was too personal. 




















To ber American press audience she said many families in India preferred boys 
to girls. And all that was required for a small family norm was proper 


propaganda. 
Speech to Community 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 8c -0 1, 7 


[Text] New York, Aug 1 (PTI, UNI)--Prime Minister Indira Gandhi has reacted 
sharply to a suggestion at an Indian community meeting here that India might 
choose to go under American umbrella so that it could save its defence spending 
and progress iike Japan or Germany. 


"Have we fought for freedom and made all the sacrifice only to be under some- 
body's umbrella or only to receive praise in this country or in any other' she 
asked in a brief address to members of the Indian community who met her soon 
after her arrival here from Washington yesterday. 


The meeting began with a series of questions put by the members of the community 
at her suggestion. The questions concerned the image of Indic abroad, invest- 
ment prospects at home for Indians abroad and issues of foreign policy. The 
meeting followed separate sessions with Indian scientists working in the United 
States, Indian busin ssmen and American intellectuals. 


She pulled up the Indian community for not standing up to the country's cause 
and accused it of adopting a defensive posture. 


Mrs Gandhi said that the country had made tremendous progress since independence 
and was now poised for rapid growth. She advised them not to be misguided by 
adverse propaganda. 


Mrs Gandhi said that if they stood for India's rights and boldly put forward its 
view to other people in their respective countries, they would only rise in their 
country's esteem. She disabused the audience of a wrong impression that India 
was depending on foreign aid or assistance for its development. She said as much 
as 90 percent of the total amount for the Sixth Plan was provided by domestic 
resources. The rest constituted external assistance. 


Mrs Gandhi said total dependence on foreign help would sap the vitals of the 
country. Mentioning Pakistan as an example, she said she was not running down 
the neighbouring country but was sad about the plight it had reduced itself to 
after gaining independence. 


Defending nonalignment, the Prime Minister said India had problems big enough 

not to involve itself in other peoples problems. When her father, Jawaharlal 
fehru, initiated the policy he had been criticised severely. But now many 
members of the two blocs were moving towards nonalignment. The blocs were not 

as solid as they were. The nonaligned movement too had lost some of its strength 
but it was regaining it. 


The Prime Minister told the scientists, "We are proud of you and of your 
achievements.” Some 40 distinguished scientists from all over the United States 


























had come for the meeting. Among those present was Dr M.S. Swaminathan, director 
of the Manila-based International Rice Research Institute. 


The Indian businessmen suggested that the present level of three billion dollars 
of trade with the US could be doubled. There was great potential they said in 
fields like electronic goods. They also wanted procedures to be made easier. 


The Indian Investment Centre here, which has been dormant, will be activated to 
provide advice to potential American investors who wished to set up industrial 
units in India. 


This was announced yesterday by Dr P.C. Alexander, Principal Secretary to the 
Prime Minister when some businessmen met Mrs Gandhi. 


Dr Alexander asked the Indian businessmen to indicate the possible areas and 
lines of production holding out investment possibilities. It would then be 
possible to ensure a single window for clearance. 


Foreign Policy Association Luncheon 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 3 Aug 82 p l 


[Text] New York, August 2 (UNI)--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, today 
stressed India's desire to normalise relations with Pakistan and affirmed that 
the scope of the treaty of peace and friendship she had offered to that country 
would extend “far beyond a mere no-war pact." 


Speaking at a luncheon hosted by the Foreign Policy Association and two other 
organisations, Mrs Gandhi recalled that "a no-war pact was first offered to 
Pakistan by her father and repeated in different forms subsequently. But 
Pakistan, seemed to be allergic to the words." 


However, the substance of a no-war declaration was incorporated in the Simla 
agreement. 


Afghanistan Issue 


"Pakistan has now come forward with a proposal for a no-war pact. We are ready 
to take it up once more." 


Mrs Gandhi said: "Il have proposed a treaty of peace, friendship and coopera- 
tion which would include nonaggression commitments and affirm strict adherence 
to nonalignment by both countries and resvlve to settle all differences by bila- 
teral negotiations." 


In spite of the conflicts and hostilities which India had to face in its neigh- 
bourhood, "we have kept wide open the lines of communication and the road of 
reconciliation with both Pakistan and China." 


She said she had suggested a joint commission as a mechanism for continuous con- 
sideration of bilateral cooperation between India and Pakistan. "Discussions 
on these and other matters will soon be resumed." 
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Referring to the Afghanistan issue, Mrs Gandhi said: "Much emotion has been 
aroused in the U.S. and other countries on Afghanistan. We are no less con- 
cerned, for it is a neighbour with whom we have a historic friendship." 


Mrs Gandhi said that India's position, repeatedly made clear, was that there 
was no alternative to a political settlement which would take into account the 
concerns of all the parties involved. "We hope the Geneva talks will progress." 


India was against foreign interference, military or otherwise, in any country. 


“It is unfortunate but true that there has been and is interference in many 
developing countries, to which American and other publications have drawn 
attention." 


On this or other international matters, "we do not lean to one side or another, 
neither to the so-called East or West." 


"We judge issues from the Indian point of view and in terms of human-kind's 
right to a peaceful and fuller life." 


Mrs Gandhi felt that the Soviet Union should not be singled out for criticism in 
this regard since the US had also interfered in the affairs of some developing 
countries. 


Aid Cut Deplored 


For a viable solution to the Afghan problem, not only should the Soviet troops 
be withdrawn from Afghanistan but other interferences should also stop. "We 
are aware of other interferences there and this must be taken into account.” 


In a brief reference to the international situation, Mrs Gandhi referred to the 
induction of sophisticated weapons in the Indian Ocean region, the intense naval 
rivalry in the Ocean--bringing “the cold war--Israeli attack on Lebanon, and the 
stockpiling of nuclear and other dangerous weapons." 


Mrs Gandhi, who devoted half of her speech to global economic problems, criti- 
cised the US for cutting down its contribution to the International Development 
Agency--example now being followed by other developed countries. She warned 
the rigid and policies of this kind would disrupt India's development plans, 
including anti-poverty programmes. 


She said private capital could supplement but not substitute official develop- 
ment assistance, since the former would not enter areas of low profitability. 


The Prime Minister welcomed foreign investment but made it clear that the recent 
liberalisation measures to attract it did not imply any deviation from accepted 
economic policies. 


She said the affluent countries were trying to negate a concept which had been 
“internationally accepted and acted upon during the last decades." 











Economic Norms 


The Prime Minister made no secret of the fact that India needed foreign invest- 
ment and technology that would “abosrb and adapt to our conditions, augment our 
exports, improve our balance of payment and strengthen our self-reliance." 


The Prime Minister said the Israeli attack on Lebanon and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation which had “disturbed even its traditional sympathisers and 
exacerbated Arab-Israeli confrontation," the Iran-Iraq war, and the stockpiling 
of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons had all resulted "in a pervading 
sense of uncertainty and anxiety." 


Mrs Gandhi called for early disarmament and regretted that talks to this end 
had not so far yielded results. She was, however, happy with the progress on 
the North-South dialogue and welcomed the Versailles communique of the seven 
affluent nations which supported “the concept of global negotiations." 


Questions and Answers 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Aug 82 pp 1, 7 


[Text] New York, Aug 3 (PTI)--Prime Minister Indira Gandhi told her American 
audience that when India spoke about threat from Pakistan “we speak from real 
experience." 


Asked at the Foreign Policy Association luncheon on Monday if she considered 
Pakistan a major threat to India, Mrs Gandhi pointed out when Pakistan had far 
less military strength it invaded India four or five times. 


She said she did not know if India could catch up with Pakistan but “certainly 
we have to do it. We spend far less on armaments than Pakistan." 


More than 1500 people, distinguished in different walks of life, participated 
at the luncheon held at the Waldorf Hotel and gave the Indian leader a standing 
ovation both at the beginning and at the end of her speech. 


Asked how India views the Kashmir question, pat came Mrs Gandhi's reply, "I do 
not see any problem at all." 


On the prospect of avoiding a nuclear war during the next decade, Mrs Gandhi 
said India could only raise its voice. It was up to the leaders of the world 
to think about the dangers. The levels of confrontation had grown to very dan- 
gerous levels. It was not only up to Governments, but it was up to the sciet.- 
tists and people of all vocations to think deeply on this question. 


To a question as to how India could succeed in high technology area without IBM 
cooperation, Mrs Gandhi replied that depended on the attitude of those who 
wanted to help. “Obviously I cannot allow anything that impinges on our inde- 
pendence.” 


The Prime Minister later talked to a group of leading American industrialists 
and businessmen led by Mr Orville Preemen and apprised them of the various 
facilities under the liberalised policies to encourage foreign investment. 
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[Article by J.N. Parimoo: "U.S. Failed To End Lebanon War: PM") 


[Text] Washington, August 4--Mrs Indira Gandhi yesterday criticised the U.S. 
for its failure to end the present Lebanon crisis by influencing Israel. She 
said the situation would not have deteriorated if a sufficiently strong attitude 
had been taken by the U.S. administration. 


The Prime Minister, who was outlining some of the main foreign policy disagree- 
ments between India and the U.S., repudiated the suggestion that she had taken 
the initiative in being invited to this country. "I am glad that I came and 
had useful talks, but I have never gone to a single country on my own.” 


Mrs Gandhi appeared in this country's popular television programme "The Night- 
line” from Los Angeles. The focus was on foreign polic, issues, The well- 
known anchor man (moderator), Ted Koppel, put question after question to find 
out if she had not, in fact, come to the U.S. to demonstrate her discomfort over 


U.S. arms supplies to Pakistan. 


It was a confident Mrs Gandhi fielding questions as they came and putting some 
of the issues in the correct perspective. 


Su 











On Afghanistan, she said many of those countries that had initially condemned 
the Soviet presence there had now come round to the view that a political 
settlement was necessary. The Prime Minister warned that it would be disas- 
trous for the world if Afghanistan were to be used to increase East-West con- 
frontation or to create regional conflicts. 


For the first time in several years, India hit the front page and came to be on 
prime time TV. It is true that some of the American media men have not yet dis- 
carded their prejudices and their views of the Indian scene, the snake charmer 
and Taj Mahal, but the perspective seems to be clearing though the process is 
painfully slow. But most of these misperceptions could perhaps be cleared if 
the Indian embassy in Washington were not as badly organised as it is. 


At interviews, public meetings and seminars, Mrs Indira Gandhi spoke with ease 
and confidence. There was no change in her foreign policy nuances. What she 
said here she had been saying in India with the same emphasis. Some: of the 
questions put at the ABC interview during the "Nightline" programme were 
interesting because they were put bluntly and the answers were equally frank 
and forthright. 


"Never Cooled" 


The following are the questions and answers exchanged during the television 
interview: 


Question: Mrs Gandhi, there was a time when your feelings of coolness towards 
U.S. seemed to overshadow your feeling of warmth. This visit seems to be a 
change of heart. Why? 


Mrs Gandhi: I don't think that is true at all. I never cooled off at any time. 
| have always wanted friendship and worked for friendship. I have always admired 
the American people, their dynamism, their vitality and talent which they 

attract from all over the world. 


Question: Many people draw that distinction between the American people and 
the policies of their government. So let me draw that distinction now. You 
have not always had the same enthusiasm for American policy. Why? 


Mrs Gandhi: I don't have that enthusiasm even now for all the policies that 
are followed here. But I do believe that the state of the world is such that 
we musc get together and try to solve the various problems which the entire 
world is facing, not just the developing countries or the affluent countries. 
We have to learn to live together on this planet. 


Question: Perhaps we are overly self-conscious of ourselves and like to be 
admired. Perhaps you can help us. What is it you do not like about our 
foreign policy? 


Mrs Gandhi: Well, it is very different from ours. It is bound to be. You 

are a great power and we are not. Weobviously see the events from the point 
of view of the developing countries. But we do think that in today's world, 
there is absolute necessity for the affluent and the developing countries to 
get together. This was the purpose of the summit meeting at Can Cun and the 
meeting at Versailles and then the meeting of the developing countries. 
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Communist Paper's Editorial 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 82 p 2 
[Editorial: “PM's Visit"] 


[Text] To judge entirely by published reports, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 
first official visit to the United States in nearly eleven years has yielded 
largely predictable results. As a part of the customary cosmetics, both sides 
were polite and warm. Neither the President nor the Prime Minister made any 
attempt to convert the other. The Indo-US 1963 agreement on civil uses of 
atomic energy, which should have been in force for 60 years up to 1993, has 
been given a decent burial. Washington has agreed to France supplying low en- 
riched uranium for the Tarapur power house, the U.S. Government, which had the 
legal responsibility to do so, having reneged on its commitment. The accord 
on enriched uranium is a sweetener, not the main object of the Reagan-Indira 
Gandhi dialogue. 


The epilogue to the Tarapur agreement has long been in the making. Had the two 
countries terminated the 1963 agreement without providing for fuel supply to 
Tarapur, Delhi in all Likelihood would have turned to France for enriched uran- 
ium and Paris presumably would have conceded this request. Alternatively, India 
could have reprocess*d Tarapur's spent fuel whose disposal would have been 
India's responsibility after the abrogation of the 1963 pact. In spite of the 
new agreement on French fuel, the US administration has not withdrawn its objec- 
tion to India’s right to reprocess spent uranium derived from the Tarapur reac- 
tors. However, Mrs Gandhi has made no new concession to US side by agreeing to 
continue IAEA safeguards for the Tarapur power house, Tarapur has always been 
under LAEA inspection, as required by the 1963 agreement. 


From the Indian viewpoint the crucial questions were two. Is President Ronald 
Reagan ready to acknowledge that India has long-range interests in South-West 
Asia and that these are distinct from, but not necessarily inimical to, US in- 
terests? Will the Reagan administration cease being obstructive to the efforts 
New Delhi is making to raise development loans from the IMF, its soft affiliate 
the IDA and the World Bank, in whose affairs the US Government has a controlling 
voice? Newspaper accounts do not suggest any change in American policy towards 
the region which directly concerns this country. The Prime Minister and Presi- 
dent Reagan have agreed to differ on Pakistan and the assessment of the Soviet 
motivation in sending troops into Afghanistan. The assurance that the weapons 
being delivered to Pakistan do not constitute a threat to India is fatuous, to 
say the least. Not even Washington would expect Delhi to take this seriously. 
There is no hint of modification of the Reagan line on trade and aid for the 
Third World countries except that the United States presumably will not obstruct 
the release of the IMF loans to India. The Reagan administration would be very 
atupid indeed if it did not know that these credits couid substantially modify 
India's economic policy in the direction desired by America. 


Mre Gandhi has said that her talks in Washington have persuaded the US Govern- 
mnt “to see India as a truly nonaligned country." After Janata's effort to 
introduce a pro-West tilt as "genuine nonalignment,” every adjective added to 
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what has been the cardinal principle of this country's foreign policy invites 
the question: why must India appear to be protesting too much her non-bloc 
independence. Perhaps, what Mrs Gandhi actually wanted to say was that Wash- 
ington had now a better understanding of what the concept of nonalignment 
meant. The success of the Reagan-Indira Gandhi dialogue should not be adjudged 
entirely in terms of what is visible and tangible. The visit was meant pri- 
marily to unfreeze Mrs Gandhi's relations with the US establishment. The 
future will show if this aim has been achieved. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI TOLD *PLIGHT' OF HINDUS IN BANGLADESH 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 28 Jul 82 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, July 27--Mr Balraj Madhok, president of the All India Jana 
Sangh, today wrote to the Prime Minister, drawing her attention to the plight 
of the Hindy-Buddhist minority in Bangladesh and expressed the hope that “you 
will show at least as much sympathy and concern for the ten million Hindu 
minority of Bangladesh and over ten million Hindu refugees from there, as you 
have been showing for one million Palestinian Muslim refugees.” 


Mr Madhok held that ‘there is greater need and a stronger case for a separate 
homeland for the Bangladesh refugees as is being demanded by the Bangla Libera- 
tion Organization, exactly as the PLO is asking for a homeland for Palestinian 
refugees." 


Mr Madhok said that a reported new squeeze on the Hindu minority of Bangladesh 
by the military regime of General Ershad was a matter of serious concern for 
the Government and the people of India.” Every Government of East Pakistan, 
and now Bangladesh, as had its share in this game of Hindu-baiting, which has 
resulted in the biggest genocide in history, uprooting over 15 million Hindus 
and Buddhists from their hearths and homes. They have been running from pillar 
to post in truncated India for shelter. 


"At the time of partition, Hindus including Buddhists, constituted about 3072 

of the population of East Pakistan/Bangladesh. They numbered about 15 million. 
The population of Bangladesh has trebled since ten. The Hindu population there 
should now have been about 35 million. But it has been reduced to about 10 
million. About 25 millions of them have either been killed or forcibly con- 
verted to Islam, or driven away as refugees to truncated India." 


Mr Madhok said that the people and Government of India have a moral and human 
duty towards the helpless Hindus of Bangladesh, whose only crime was that they 
adored Bharat Mata and took pride in their culture and heritage. “The Govern- 
ment of India has singularly failed in its duty towards the Hindus of Bangla- 
desh. While it is crying hoarse for a homeland for one million Palestinian 
refugees who have about 40 Muslim countries to look after their interests, 
India refuses to take cognizance of the problem of the Hindu minority in Ban- 
gladesh and about 15 million Hindu-Buddhist refugees from there. The anti-Hindu 
and inhuman attitude of the Government of India cannot escape the blame for 
gross indifference to the fate of Hindus in Bangladesh." 




















Mr Madhok urged all nationalist organizations of India to raise their voice of 
protest against the inhuman treatment of Hindu minorities in Bangladesh. He 
said the leaders of the Muslim minority in India must also speak up, for their 
silence would lay them open to the charge of being anti-national and anti-Hindu. 
He called upon all the branches of the Bharatiya Jana Sang to organize public 
meetings and demonstrations to educate and mobilize public opinion about the 
plight of the Hindu-Buddhist minority in Bangladesh. He also urged Mrs Gandhi, 
“who has been so eloquent about the Palestinian refugees,” to take up the cause 
of the Hindu minority in Ba -gladesh and the Hindu refugees from there in her 
forthcoming talks with President Reagan. Mr Madhok said in a statement that 
the Prime Minister “must also take steps to raise the question of these help- 


less people at all international forums. Charity, she must realize, begins at 
home." 


CSO: 4220/7718 
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CPI RESOLUTION ON COMMUNAL SITUATION REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 29 Jul 82 p 4 


[Text] The CPI national council has called for immediate and effective inter- 
vention of secular-democratic elements to stall the communal offensive in the 
country and appealed to secuiar-democratic parties and mass organisations for 
“united action” to defeat the communal and divisive forces’ sinister designs. 


This is highlighted in a resolution, the council adopted in the course of its 
five-day meeting from 22 to 26 July in the Capital. It was released on Wednes- 
day. The resolution underscored the grave danger inherent in the deteriorating 
communal situation as manifested by the major communal clashes in different 
parts of the country, especially Tamilnadu, Bihar, Gujarat and Maharashtra. 


The resolution brought out one serious feature of the present communal situation: 
reactionary communal forces headed by the RSS-BJP were adopting “new tactics 

and slogans to create permanent cleavage between Hindus and Muslims and to dis- 
rupt popular movements.” It demanded of the Government of India to take active 
steps to curb the activities of the organised communal forces. 





The council stressed the “very special responsibility” of CPI members in defeat- 
ing the desiens of communal and other divisive and directed them to plunge then- 
selves determinedly to fight back these forces and defend minorities against 
communal violence while side by side conducting a systematic campaign against 
all kinds of revivalist trends. 


Pointing to the pernicious anti-Muslim propaganda of the RSS-BJP whether in Assam 
or in Bihar, the resolution noted that in Tamilnadu too the conversion of a group 
of Harijans in Meenakshipuram was being exploited to rouse communal passions of 
the majority community against Muslims. At the same time, the RSS-BJP and its 
front organisations like the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and "’atit Pawan were concen- 
trating in rural areas for whipping up communal tension. Furthermore, the RSS- 
BJP had floated a number of front organisations which were highly aggressive in 
theic propaganda and activities. 


At the other end of the spectrum stood the pro-imperialist and obscurantist 


Jamaat-e-Islami and other Muslim communal organisations trying to strengthen 
their grip over Muslim masses and giving a boost to revivalist trends among then. 
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It further pointed to the link-up of reactionary communal forces with al! types 
of separatist and divisive forces. They were hand-in-glove with and being 
aided by imperialists and the Chinese posing a serious threat to the country's 
very stability and integrity. 


In this background the council was convinced that the Congress-I Governments 
had failed to contain the deteriorating communal situation and in fact sections 
of the administration, particularly the police, were more and more getting 
directly involved in communal activities. "In some places even members of the 
ruling party have been found either inciting communal forces or using them in 
their factional feuds," it added. 
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JOINT STATEMENT 


CPI-M LEADER OPPOSES KARNATAKA 


THE HINDU in English 28 Jul 82 p 9 
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CP1 LEADER DENIES HE DISCUSSED INDIA IN MOSCOW 


Jul 82 p 9 
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INDIA 


CPI-M LEADER WARNS AGAINST U.S. ‘* IMPERIALISM‘ 
Madras THE HINDU in English 30 Jul 82 p 12 


[Text] Madras, July 29--Mr B.T. Ranadive, Politburo member of the CPI(M) and 
President of the Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU), called on the people to 
beware of the dangers facing the world--from what he called “the designs of U.S. 
imperialism to take it to the brink of a nuclear war and finally dominate it." 
These, he said, were made evident by certain developments such 41s the recent 
Israeli attack on Palestinians, inspired by the United States. He added that 
it was unfortunate that none of the Islamic countries, which were all the time 
supporting the Palestinian liberation movement, has raised a strong protest. 


Even the Indian Prime Minister lodged a protest and admitted that the United 
States was behind it only after pressure from the Opposition parties (perhaps 
because of the spectre of the IMF and the World Bank). 


Mr Ranadive said it was time that the working class all over the world, and par- 
ticularly in India, realised its primary duty to unite and stand shoulder-to- 
shoulder to avert the imminent danger and save humanity. 


Stringent Bills: Addressing a gathering here on Wednesday, the CPI(M) leader 
said that on the national front tcs, there have been some developments during 
the last few months which portended danger to the future of democracy. The 
increasing attacks on the working class with stringent Bills on the anvil, and 
the manner in which Mr Zail Singh was made the President of the country only 
indicated that it was heading towards a “totalitarian” state of affairs. 


He referred to Congress(I1)-ruled States as hotbeds of corruption and quipped 
that “perhaps this is their idea of democracy." He remarked that Tamil Nadu, 
ruled by AIADMK, was no different. 


CSO: 4220/7727 

















INDIA 


CPI AN IMPORTANT POLITICAL FACTOR IN INDIA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 2 Aug 82 p 2 
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INDIA 


CHIEF MINISTER: MANIPUR REBELS TRAINED IN TIBET 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 5 Aug 82 p 4 


{Text] Calcutta, Aug 4--Manipur Chief Minister Reisang Keisang said here today 
he had evidence that rebels were receiving training in Tibet near Lhasa. 


Mr Keisang who was on way to Imphal after having talks with Union Finance Minis- 
ter Pranab Kumar Mukherjee in Calcutta, said rebels clashed with security per- 
sonnel some days ago near the border with Burma and fled into that country. 


The Government, however, was in possession of rebel literature which clearly 
showed that the underground Manipur youths were receiving training in China 
again, he added. 


Some of the arms that have been seized from the rebels in recent times bear 
foreign markings, mainly Chinese, the Chief Minister said. 


Escape 


Meanwhile, two Manipur Rifles jawans have been suspended from service following 
the escape of Homdram Shanti Singh, one of the most important leaders of the 
Peoples Revolutionary Party of Angleipak (PREPAK) from the Manipur police hos- 
pital yesterday, UNI adds from Imphal. 


Police said Shanti Singh was arrested by the army after an exchange of fire 
between a group of PREPAK men and the army on 17 December, 1981. 


During the exchange of fire, one army non-commissioned officer was killed and 
Shanti Singh was seriously injured. He was kept in the army custody for some- 
time and later handed over to the Manipur Police. 


After being admitted to the police hospital for treatment, Shanti Singh had 
been kept handcuffed there and a 24 hours guard duty was mounted at his room by 
the Manipur Rifles. He was very weak and could not walk alone, as his legs 

had not healed from the bullet injury. 


The army authorities called on the Chief Minister to inform about the escape 
of Singh from the police custody. They were reportedly much annoyed as the 
jawans had arrested him after losing one officer at the hands of arrested 
PREPAK leader. 
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[he army authorities are understood to have told the Chief Minister that with- 
out the assistance of some personnel inthe police hospital, Shanti Singh could 


not have escaped. 


A high level team from the Union Home Ministry consisting Special Home Secre- 
tary, Joint Secretary and Director of Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
is arriving here on 6 August in connection with law and order situation in the 


State for the last few months, the report added. 
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INDIA 


MIZO NATIONAL FRONT SAID TO RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 5 Aug 82 p 9 


[Text] The Lieutenant Governor of Mizoram, Admiral S.N. Kohli, said at Calcutta 
airport on Wednesday that the Mizo National Front “has started recruiting new 
members very recently." According to reports received by the Government, “the 
MNF wants to add additional 400 members to its present strength of about 350," 
he added. 


Admiral Kohli, who was on his way from Aizawl to Delhi, further said that the 
MNF had been weakened, following the surrender of about 460 insurgents and the 
arrest of another 180. The MNF was now trying to replenish its strength by 
further recruitment. 


Replying to a question, Admiral Kohli said that there was rift among the present 
MNF members, following the murder of two Mizos in the middle of June. One of 
the two murdered was an MLA, elected in the recent by-election and the other was 
the editor of a pro-ruling party newspaper. While a section of the MNF was 
against killing of any Mizo, the other hardliner section was in favour of 
annihilation of those, whether Mizos or not, whose names figured in the 

list of their Capital head quarters. The list contained the names of the 
Lieutenant Governor, the Chief Minister and other Ministers and MLAs, Admiral 
Kohli said. 


He claimed that the present situation in Mizoram “is well under control.” 
Patrolling and combing operations by the security forces and the police were 
continuing. Some of those who had fled Mizoram, following the “quit Mizoram" 
order served by the MNF on June 21, had returned. Other non-Mizos had been put 
up at various “protected camps in different towns,” he added. 


Replying to another question Admiral Kohli said that the “situation is now some- 
what tense,” because the MNF sought to enforce the “quit Mizoram" order in August. 
Asked whether there was any apprehension of a large-scale incident, Admiral Kohli 
said that at present the steps taken by the administrat.on, security forces and 
the police had been “able to contain the MNF activities.” Constant patrolling 
was being carried out, despite inclement weather. 


A number of those involved in the wsurder of nine non-Mizos in June had been 
rounded up and stringent action was being taken to apprehend others, added. 
"Those arrested in this connection had confessed their involvement in the June 
murder,” he stated. 


CSO: 4220/7735 


72 














INDIA 


MINISTER STATES KHALISTAN WILL BE SUPPRESSED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 82 p 9 
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INDIA 


ANALYST NOTES RUSSIAN DISPLEASURE WITH KARMAL 
Madras THE HINDU in English 5 Aug 82 p 9 
[Article by G.K. Reddy: “Russia Displeased With Karmal") 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug 4--The Soviet-backed Babrak Karmal regime in Afghanistan 
is reported to be making some headway in bringing about some sort of rapproche- 
ment between the Khalq and Parcham groups within the ruling Revolutionary Coun- 
cil while intensifying the military operations against the insurgents in several 
provinces. 


The Soviet command in Afghanistan has been greatly embarrassed by the frequent 
clashes between the two pro-Moscow groups resulting in the death of many party 
workers involved in these factional fights. 


At one stage the Soviet Government was reported to be seriously looking around 
for another Afghan leader who would be more acceptable not only to the two con- 
munist groups, but also the Afghan people who would welcome a change in the be- 
lief that Mr Karmal's exit might mean some relaxation of the rigours of the 
Soviet military presence. The sad part of it all is that Moscow has not been 
able to find another person with the necessary prestige and a relatively un- 
tarnished image. 


So the Kremlin is compelled to make do with Mr Karmal for the present, despite 
the fact that the Afghan people by and large look upon him as the very embodi- 
ment of their humiliation. The Soviet authorities in Kabul have been striving 
hard to prop up the present regime by projecting Mr Karmal in a liberal role, 
as though he could still prove to be the saviour of Afghanistan. 


Governors to meet: Mr Karmal has been encouraged to convene a conference of 

all the provincial Governors and other senior functionaries to hold out the pro- 
mise of some relaxation of the rigours of Soviet occupation in an effort to 
placate then. 


He aleo hinted at a possible amnesty after the insurgency has been put down, 
thereby implying that they should fully cooperate with his regime in restoring 
normality if they wanted the bulk of the Soviet troops to be withdrawn from 
Afghanistan. 


These developments have been either misconstrued or misreported by some Kabul- 
based foreign diplomats as an unmistakable indication of some impending changes 
in the ruling hierarchy in Afghanistan. The Western news agencies and radio 
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networks have been giving the impression in their reports emanating from Pakis- 
tan that Mr Karmal was on his way out and that somebody else had already been 
chosen or was in the process of being chosen to take his place soon. 


But reports reaching Delhi from Kabul do speak of some changes in the offing in 
the present set-up even if Mr Karmal is not going to be eased out in the near 
future. It may not amount to a major shake-up which could be regarded as an 
index of Soviet displeasure with the present regime, although Moscow is quite 
unhappy with its inability to pacify even apart of Afghanistan. 


Rebel Activity: The rebel activity is continuing in the outlying provinces, 
especially those bordering Pakistan, but without posing any serious threat to 
the scattered Soviet garrisons. There has been no marked increase in the flow 
of arms to the insurgents, but they have enough weapons to keep the country in 
a state of turmoil to make the people increasingly hostile to the Soviet mili- 
tary presence. 


The U.S. President and Secretary of State are reported to have spoken at some 
length to the Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, about the happenings in Afghan- 
istan. They have given expression to their deep concern in the belief that 

she would be able to convey their strong feelings during her forthcoming visit 
to the Soviet Union. 


It remains to be seen whether the President, Mr Reagan or Mr Shultz had hinted 
of any possible formula that could form the basis of a settlement for restoring 
the neutrality aad independence of Afghanistan. And it is highly unlikely that 
Moscow would make any major concessions over Afghanistan without the promise of 
adequate compensation elsewhere. 
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INDUSTRY MINISTER OPENS SEMINAR ON PUBLIC SECTOR 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in er 12 Jul S2 p 
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INDIA 


INDUSTRY MINISTER DISCUSSES STATE OF ECONOMY 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Aug 82 p 5 


| Text ] 


CSO: 


The Government denied in the 
Rajya Sabha «> Tuesday that 
there was @ j “¢) = recessionary 
slowdown of busiiess activily im 
the country’s industrial sector, re 
ports UNI 

Mesponding to calling attention 
notices by Mr M © Bhandare 
(Cong) Dr Malcolm S Adiseshiah 
and three others on the reported 
recession in industry, Industry 
Minister N D Tiwari said that 
though there were demand-supply 
problems ia some sectors it did 
not reflect a recessionary trend 
in the economy. 

Mr Tiwari said that in view of 
the ‘quile encouraging’ situation 
in general investment climate and 
Other known indicators, ‘it cannot 
be said that there has been a 
general recessionary slowdown of 
business activity in the couniry'’s 
industrial sector.” 

Explaining how the economy 
was consolidating the process of 
recovery achieved in 196081 and 
197142, Mr Tiwari said that the 
average annual growth rate in the 
first two years of the Sixth Plan 
Was bbout six per cent against 
od 52 per cent envisaged in the 

n. 

The provisional index of indus 
trial production in April 1982 was 
seven per cent higher than in 
April 1981. 

PRODUCTION 

In May 1982, the quick index 
of industrial production showed 
an increase of 74 per cent over 
that in May 1981. For April-May 
i962, it was 72 per cent higher 
than that in the correspondiag 
period a year ago. 

Mr Tiwari said the industries 
which had recorded increase dur 
ing the two months included elec 
tricity, coal, crude petroleum. pet- 
roleum refinery products alumi- 
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STEPS TO IMPROVE INDO-JAPANESE RELATIONS NOTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Aug 82 p 9 
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INDIA 


NEW CRITERION TO DEFINE POVERTY ADOPTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 82 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Aug 1--According to a new criterion adopted by the Planning 
Commission, 251.66 million people in the rural areas and 51.10 million in the 
urban areas were living below the poverty line in 1978 and the total number 
went up to a 316.84 million in 1980. 


The position is not thought to have changed much since, even though the sixth 
Plan envisages a reduction in the number of people below the poverty line to 
215.16 million by 1985. 


Even if this target is achieved, around half the country's population may con- 
tinue to live in poverty. 


Previously those with a monthly income of below Rs 40 were considered living 
below the poverty line. 


The new criterion defines the poor as people whose per capita consumption lies 
below the mid-point of the monthly per capita expenditure having a per capita 
daily calorie intake of 2,400 in rural areas and 2,100 in urban areas. This per 
capita consumption expenditure is regarded as the poverty line. 


The criterion has been adopted in accordance with the recommendation of a task 
force on projections of minimum needs and effective consumption demand set up in 
1977. 


The estimate of calorie intake is derived from food consumption pattern of the 
corresponding classes and the calorie content of food items. 


Calorie norms as chosen arc estimated after taking into consideration the age, 
sex and occupational differences in the total population. 


Regional differences in poverty and backwardness have not yet been studied, 
but an important objective of the sixth Plan is to bring about progressive 
reduction in regional inequalities in development and diffusion of technologi- 
cal benefits. 
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Special programmes have been devised for backward regions. Mechanisms of area 
planning have been adopted to provide an integrated approach to the problems 
of regional inequalities and the sub-plan approach has been promoted. 


The Special Tribal Component plan, Hill Area Schemes and specific programmes 
handled by the North-East Council have all been evolved from these approaches. 
Greater emphasis is placed on all these in the sixth Plan. 


Central policies have also been designed to provide incentives to private en- 
trepreneurs through schemes of concessional finance, Seed Margin Money Scheme, 
Central Investment Subsidy Schemes, tax reliefs, specific interest subsidies, 


etc. 


CSO: 4220/7731 
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MAURITIUS SEEKS INDIAN SUPPORT OF DIEGO GARCIA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 4 Aug 82 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Tripoli, Aug 3--Mauritius is seeking the support of India and other 
countries to help it press its claim on Diego Garcia through the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague. 


Mauritius has asked the United Kingdom to join it in referring the case of the 
ownership of the Indian Ocean island now an American nuclear base, to the Inter- 
national Court for a decision as it feels that the island had been given to the 
US by Britain in violation of international law and the Charter of the United 
Nations, according to Foreign Minister of Mauritius Jean-Claud De L'Estrac. 


The Minister, who is here for the meetings of the OAU (in an exclusive inter- 
view to this correspondent) spoke at length on Indo-Mauritius relations on the 
eve of the visit to the island by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi later this 
month. He also spoke on the political situation in ths trategic Indian Ocean 
island after the recent elections in which his party, the M.M.M., scored a re- 
sound ing victory over the Labour Party of former Prime Miuister Sir 
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam by winning all the legislative seats. 


Legal Case 


The Mauritius Minister said that while his government was mobilising the widest 
possible political support throughout the world, and specially in the nonaligned 
movement, India could be a great help in the matter. His country was convinced 
it had a legal case for the repossessionof the Diego Garcia island. He himself 
had gone to the UK earlier in July and had appealed to Britain to accept going 
to the International Court of Justice. The British Government had agreed that 
it was a legal case, but had not made any clear response so far. 


Meanwhile, the new Government of Mauritius, he said, was considering possibili- 
ties of denying port facilities to military vessels of countries which do not 
belong tothe Indian Ocean so as to preserve the area as a zone of peace. "We 
want the ocean to be a zone of peace, and it would be illogical for us to keep 

on saying this while continuing to give logistic facilities to military vessels," 
he added. 


The action, however, had tremendous economic and political repercussions for 
his country, the Minister admitted "But we are studying it seriously." 
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The Minister denied his party and Goverument were subservient to any nation or 
had received clandestine aid in the recent elections as had been charged in the 
Western press: “We are a small and weak nation, but we are a proud nation and 
an independent nation in our action,” he added. 


On bilateral relations with India, the Minister said the relationship which 

had soured to some extent in the last five years of the Ramgoolam Government 
because of his increasingly pro-West stance in international affairs had been 
put back on an even keel by the new Government after assuming power. The rela- 
tionship between the new leaders of his country and Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
was very warm and cordial, he said. And, in fact, the President, the Vice- 
President and he himself had been received by Mrs Gandhi while they were in the 
opposition. 


"We look to India for guidance on some international issues: ‘We appreciate 
very much the role India is playing as one of the leading countries of the non- 
aligned movement,'” the Minister added. 


Ihe Mauritius Government, he said, would discuss during Mrs Gandii's visit the 
issues of economic, technical, scientific and political cooperation. 


Mauritius, he said, was keen to benefit from the Indian expertise in the state 
trading, shipping ard transport, the small-scale industrial sector as also scien- 
titic explorations. His country was keenly interested in the Indian discovery 

ot polimetallic nodules on the sea floor of the Indian Ocean last year and the 
voyage to the Antarctica of Dr Qasim, secretary of the Indian Government's 
department of ocean development. 


Mauritius, he said, was keen to set up its trading corporation and its own 
shipping Lines on the Indian model. 


CSO: 4220/7740 

















INDIA 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION REPORTED UP OVER LAST YEAR 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 1 Aug 82 p 7 


[Text] Production of commercial vehicles, jeep, motorcycles, scooters and 
moped has increased by over 10 per cent during January-May this year as com- 
pared to the same period last year whereas a negtigible fall in production of 
passenger cars was recorded during the same period, reports PTI. 


Production of three-wheelers, bicycles and railway wagons went up by 9.2, 1.2 
and 3.3 per cent respectively during this period, according to an official re- 
lease in New Delhi on Saturday. 


This has resulted in a sustained growth of 10.3 per cent in the transportation 
equipment industry during the first five menths this year, the release adds. 


Manufacture of machinery including agricultural, earth moving and industrial 

one has gone up by 9.8 per cent during January-May this year. Those showing 

considerable growth are boilers, sugar machinery, chemical and pharmaceutical 
machinery, cement machinery, earth moving equipment, air/gas compressors, ma- 
chine tools and roadrollers. 


Sewing machines had a growth of 19.2 per cent. Ball and roller bearings, paper 
and pulp machinery and cranes recorded declines in production, though very 
marginal in the case of cranes. 


An overall growth of 6.5 per cent was observed in the basic metals industries. 
Steel forgings, black and galvanised steel pipes, CI spun pipes, copper (cathodes) 
aluminum foils, aluminum extruded products etc. recorded significant growth in 
production during the period. Seamless steel pipes, aluminum and copper/brass 
sheets and circles have recorded some fall in production during the period of 
review. 


The production of the food manufacturing sector increased by 2.3 per cent while 


that of leather footwear and leather cloth recorded a decline of 4.1 per cent 


and 6.5 per cent respectively. 


CSO: 4220/7730 
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FINANCE MINISTER SAYS AID CLIMATE WORSENING 


Jul 82 p ? 
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INDIAN, HONG KONG 


INDUSTRIES PLAN COOPERATION 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jul 82 p 9 


[Article by Harvey Stockwin| 


[Text | 


cSt: 


4220/ j /16 


Mr S S. Keneer, the temedute 
pest present of ATEN, rerurned here 
after the delegations viet to Telwer 


eapecaliy to mgm he agreement eth 
the president of CMA, Mr. Nea 
Shiw Ket. 


: 
i 


LE 
Hens 
i 

eitist 
Hite 


Mt Nest pul i at the signing cere 
monty, “good for deve 
lopine trade, | rial end technics! 


relations between Hong Kong and 
India ~ 


Maintaining that Gere was good 
feacm for elev one that the oerre- 
ment marked « “vienificant otep ‘or. 
werd towards clowr business ties.” 
Mir Nga noted that @hile India hes” 
a strome enemecnng mdustry Hon: 
Keone for het token ledle edvantece 
of «. although «= demand for macho 


: 
He 


iff 
ge F 


a 
| 
5: 
i 
rect 


te 
; 
ip 


Liebe; 
at 
wedilfit 
ett 1 


: 
F 


INDIA 











INDIA 


BRIEFS 


KASHMIR LEADER ARRESTED--Srinagar, July 27 (UNI)--The Jamaat-e-Talba chief, 
Sheikh Tajamul Islam, was arrested here today along with three other prominent 
party workers, the police said. Sheikh Islam had, on Id-ul-Fitr day at a pub- 
lic meeting, called on the people of Kashmir to “liberate Kashmir,” calling the 
India “aggressor.” The Talaba is the militant youth wing of the Jamait-i- 
Islami. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 28 Jul 82 p 1] 


STUDENTS IN USSR--Bombay, July 28--The number of Indian students who go abroad 
tor higher studies usually prefer western countries to the USSR, according to 

Mr Shura Hegde, a me:iical student studying in USSR, now in India on vacation. 
This may be due to the lack of proper encouragement and language barrier, he 
teels. But there are several advantages too in the USSR. the students get ade- 
quate scholarship, free books and winter clothing. They are also provided 
rent-free accommodation with a Russian, in order to enable them to master the 
language and also to get accustomed to the Russian way of life. There are about 
S00 Indian students in the USSR, with the largest in Moscow. These students have 
their own local organisations. Mr Hegde is the vice-president of the central 
organisation in Moscow. Mr Hegde said that the problems generally faced by 
Indian students related to obtaining travel concessions within the USSR and to 
and fro journeys to India and non-availability of Indian newspapers and journals. 
The government of India annually grants Rs 10,000 to Irdian students through the 
Indian embassy in Moscow. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

29 Jul 82 p 4] 


ENVOY TO NFPAL--Mr Ashok S. Chibb presently Ambassador of India to Yugoslavia 
has been appointed Ambassador to Nepal in succession to Mr N.P. Jain, reports 
rTl. Mr Shiv Kumar, Ambassador to Venezuela has been appointed as envoy of 
Laos. He will succeed Mr Prithviraj Sood. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in Eng- 
lish 29 Jul 82 p 7] 


PORETON EXCHANGE EARNINGS--Bombay, July 29--The foreign exchenge earnings of 
“selected” public sector undertakings during 1978-79 amounted to Rs 752 crores, 
registering an increase of Re 3/7 crores over (the earning in the previous year, 
reports UNI. A study of 203 selected nonfinancial nonpromotional operat ing 
Lovernment companies, made by the company finance division of the Reserve Bank 
ot India, revealed that though the export earnings of 99 Central Government com- 
panies tell by Re 13 crores during the period under review, the foreign exchange 
earnings increased. The foreign exchange earnings of 104 selected State 
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Government units amounted to Rs 3} crores during the year 1978-79 as against 

Rs 23 crores in the previous year. The study on the finance of Government 
companies, brought out in the March issue of Reserve Bank of India bulletin, 
released today alse points out that only 52 of the 99 Central Covernment under- 
takings earned a profit during the year 1978-79. While the aggregate operating 
protits of these profit making companies actually declined marginally by Rs 9% 
crores the operating lesses of the other 4/7 central companies amounted to Rs 385 
crores. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 30 Jul 82 p 9) 


COOPERATION WITH PRC--Dehra Dun, July 29--India may offer consultancy services 
to China in the fields of oil and gas exploration, particularly in offshore oil 
exploration and management in oil industry. Authentic sources close to the oil 
and natural gas commission told this correspondent here yesterday that the conm- 
mission was prepared to offer technical collaboration in research and development 
in ofl industry, a field in which India was much ahead of many countries. Recent- 
ly, a delegation of ONGC led by the commission chairman, Colonel S.P. Wahi, had 
visited China on the latter's invitation and studied that country’s gas and oil 
fields, refineries and research and development centres. Chinese oil experts 
reportedly discussed with the Indian counterparts this country’s achievements in 
research and development and the latest technology evolved by it. China has 
reportedly evinced interest in technological collaboration with India for con- 
servation of ofl and gas. ONGC is reportedly preparing a report of its delega- 
tion's visit to China for submission to the petroleum ministiw shortly. 
[Excerpts] [!ombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 30 Jul 82 p 19] 


COMMUNIST LEADER DIES--Amritsar, July 29 (PT1)=--Mr Sohan Singh Josh, founder menm- 
ber of the Communist Party of India, and a freedom fighter died in Guru Nanak 
Hospital here today. He was 87. Mr Josh was ailing for some time and admitted 
to the hospital last evening with high fever. He recently resigned as a member 
of the Polit Bureau of the CPI due to ill health. [Excerpt] [|New Delhi PATRIOT 
in English 30 Jul 82 pp 1, 7] 


NAGALAND ELECTION DATE--Kohima, Aug 2 (UNI>-Nagaland Chief Minister J.B. Jasokie 
said here today that the Flection Commission has fixed 10 November as the date 
of general elections in Nagaland. He said the State Goverument had suggested to 
the Chief Election Commission mid-October for the elections in view of the Asian 
Games, though the term of the present ministry would expire only on 26 November. 
However, Mr Jasokie said 10 November would also be convenient for them to hold 
elections. He said the State Government had already conveyed its approval of 
the date to the Election Commission and was awaiting the detailed election pro- 
gramme from the Commission. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Aug 42 p 4] 


SOVIET EXPORT PRICES--New Delhi, Aug 4--Several Opposition members protested ia 
the Rajva Sabha vesterday when the Deputy Commerce Minister, Mr P.A. Sangma, 
retused to disclose, on grounds of public interest, whether the Soviet Union 
realized higher unit value on its exports to India than trom Western countries 
md its East European allies, reports PTI. Replying to questions, Mr Sangma said 
India had a favourable balance of trade with the USSR. Imports (rom that country 
in 1980 amounted to Rs 945.5 crores while exports from India were valued at 

Rs 999 crores. In 1981 Indian exports tothe USSR were worth Rs 921.4 crores 

more than its imports. Prices realized on exports to the Soviet Union “are 











erall not lower than those realized on exports to Western countries,” he 
“Mr A.G. Kulkarni said Uhac prices charged by the Russians on its exports 


to tedia were “abnormally higher” than what it realized from Western countries 
md its East European allies. Certain items sent from India were reexported 
the Soviet Union to this country in the form of finished products, he said 


und asked what was che per unit value realized by the USSR on its exports to 
India compared to other nations. Opposition sembers protested when the Deputy 
Minister declined to reply on grounds of national interest. [Text] [Calcutta 
TE STATESMAN in English 5 Aug 82 p 13} 


PNVOY TO UGANDA--Mr N.R. Verma has been appointed the Indian High Commissioner 
to Indian High Commissioner to Uganda, reports PTI. He is presently the head of 
the Africa division of External Affairs. Mr Verma had earlier served as Deputy 
High Commissioner in Canada. He had also served in Moscow, Washington and 
Vientiane in various capacities. [Text] [|New Delhi PATRICT in English 2 Aug 82 
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KPNLF SPOKESMAN PLEDGES RELATIONS WITH SRV 


Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 1 Jul 82 pp 2Z>-3 


{Interview with Ms Suon Kaset, press officer of the Kampuchean People's 
National Liberation Front (KPNLF), one of three groups in the coalition 
government of Democratic Kampuchea given 27 Jun 82, place not specified] 


[Text] Question: How many Kampuchean refugees are there now along the 
border with Thailand? 


Answer: We can check the number in the Thai border region with “ae UN 
Kampuchean Refugee Relief Agency, but as for those still within Kampuchea, 
we can only speak of those under our care. We don't know just how many 
are in Khmer Rouge areas or other areas. 


In our areas there are six camps along the north-south border, with a 
total population of 120,000. There are about 5000 armed troops protecting 
them, a very small number relatively speaking. 


Besides these we have another 3000 soldiers without weapons. This fact 
makes us ask for weapons aid from other countries. What help we have gotten 
from China is small compared with our need. As you probably understand, 
Vietnam will never turn to negotiations on any subject unless they are 
forced to do so with arms. 


Question: About the expected visit to Thailand by Mr Ngian Kho Thak, 
Vietnam's foreign minister, late next month, do you think there will be 
any progress on the issue of withdrawing Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea? 


Answer: Mr Ngian has come many times already, but this time the KPNLF 
has hopes that ASEAN may succeed in persuading Vietnam to talk, because 
we really don't want to see the war continue. We want our people to 
have human rights again quickly. We don't want to kill Vietnamese but 
we are forced to do so because Vietnam has invaded our country. 


After we announced formation of our u:.ited front, Mr Sornsan demanded of 
Vietnam many times that it withdraw all its troops from Kampuchea, so that 
we could re-establish relations between our two countries. We can't move 
our country elsewhere, any more than Vietnam can. These two countries have 
to live together side by side. We have despised Vietnamese and called them 
"Yuan" for five centuries already. We should forget the past so we may 
begin again. 


91 











Question: Docs this mean that once SRV troops are withdrawn there will 
be free elections for a government that will open diplomatic relations 
with Vietuam? 


Answer: Yes. The foreign policy of the KPNLF is to establish relations 
with all our neighbors and with others as well, but first with our neighbors, 
and to guard our neutrality. This is the only way we can save ourselves. 

We can't jump here and there because this or that foreign power wants to 

use our people to fight for them. We want to stay neutral for our own 
welfare and freedom. 


Question: How long do you think the three-way coalition will last? 


Answer: This government will continue until Vietnam agrees to withdraw 
its troops. After that it will disband and the UN resolution will take 
effect. A UN force will be sent in to keep the peace and insure that the 
elections are conducted freely. This is what we want--for our people to 
decide things for themselves. 


Question: Do you think the government of Kampuchea will join ASEAN, to 
get help and to seek help from other countries more officially and 
legitimately? 


Answer: I think it isn't time yet for that. Our first objective is to 
strengthen our fighting forces to resist Vietnam. Because our coalition 
government was formed for the duration of the war it is only a temporary 
government and will dissolve for good once the Vietnamese withdraw from 
Kampuchea. 


By now the ASEAN countries all understand the coalition government and 
give us their support. We can't say now whether or not we will become a 
member of ASEAN, because the first condition for membership is to be a 
legitimate government, i.e., a government elected by the Kampuchean people. 
We formed this coalition government to show the Vietnamese that however 
split we might be, we could still cooperate as one to oppose then. 


Question: What do you think? After this coalition is formed, won't the 
Khmer Rouge take the opportunity to overwhelm the other elements with its 
superior armed strength? 


Answer: Having given our names [to the coalition] we can't speak for or 
represent the views of any side in it. But I will say that within Kampuchea 
the Khmer people do not want the Khmer Rouge to return to power. Everyone 
knows this in his heart. As present we are asking for military aid because 
we have only 5000 armed men. But our purpose is to enlarge our strength 
rapidly. We must build up our forces, first to drive out the Vietnamese 

and also to protect our people from all enemies. 


Question: Has the united front considered who will hold posts in the 
coalition government, and when will the members be announced? 














Answer: We have a list of names but we can't announce them until we 
announce a government on Kampuchean soil. Only a few people know the 
names now: Mr Sornsan, General Dian Den, Dr Kaffa and myself. We're 
keeping the names to ourselves now for the safety of the individuals 
in the cabinet. We have an executive committee of seven people and up 
to now we have not announced their names to anyone. 


9943 
CSO: 4207/126 
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PAKISTAN 


NDP LEADER CRITICIZES DEVASTATION OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 6 Jul 82 pp 1, 10 


{[Article: “Bureaucracy Is Engaged in Ravaging the Country; People Given 
the Right to Vote Once in 35 Years; Situation Grave"] 


[Text] Karachi, 5 July--Sardar Sherbaz Khan Mazari, chairman of the defunct 
NDP [National Democratic Party] and a distinguished leader of the MRD 
[Movement for the Restoration of Democracy], says that 5 years have elapsed 
since martial law was imposed on the country. The promised 90-day period 
has extended over 5 years and Gen Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq has repeatedly 
stressed that there is no likeliltiood of holding general elections in the 
near future. Mr Sherbaz Khan Mazari said in a statement that the present 
situation has been causing concern to every patriotic Pakistani citizen. 
Unchecked fascist forces taking advantage of the absence of democracy have 
brought the country to the verge of destruction. He regretted that all 

this was happening in Pakistan. All democratic institutions, he said, have 
been destroyed. Even the right to formulate laws has been acquired by the 
administration and the judiciary has been dealt a severe blow and has been 
stripped of all its authority. Civil and military bureaucracies have wide 
powers that were unheard of even during the British regime. The fact 

that the present bureaucracy is not responsible or accountable to anyone 

for its actions has given it a free hand to carry out its destructive 
activities throughout the country, as a result of which society is on the 
brink of ruin and conditions are deteriorating. This can be seen from the 
rapidly increasing rate of crime in the country. Sardar Mazari said that 
there could be nothing more tragic for the country than the fact that the 
people have been allowed to exercise their right to vote only once in the 
last 35 years since Pakistan was established. Even on that occasion the 
democratic decision of the people was mace the target of bureaucratic 
conspiracy, as a result of which the country was divided into two parts. 

The negation of democratic principles was solely responsible for the division 
and defeat of Pakistan. Today, dur to the continuous suppression of 
democratic principles, Pakistan's future is in jeopardy. Everybody all 
over the country is asking what will become of Pakistan's future. Mr Sherbaz 


9h 

















Mazari said that through the suppression of every kind of freedom of 
expression, the country has been made the victim of colonial and 
imperialistic conspiracy and ravaging. Islam's sacred name is being 
ruthlessly used to promote these contemptible designs. He asked the 
ruling junta, which claims to be the propagator of Islamic law, why it 

is that when the people stage demonstrations against the imperialist 
powers in support of blood-drenched Palestinians, they are beaten up and 
thrown into prison. Doesn't the government's Palestine policy show trends 
of appeasing the imperialists? Sardar Sherbaz Khan Mazari said: I would 
like to tell the people of the country and the ruling junta, that only the 
establishment of democracy and complete democratic rule can save Pakistan 
from the ruin that must otherwise be considered its destiny. A ru’ ; 
junta that is not accountable for its actions can only destroy the country 
and is destroying it. The suppression of rights and the lawlessness 
prevailing in the country today are unprecedented in the history of the 
country. If this country is to be savied, then fair, free and impartial 
general elections should be held immediately in accordance with the 1973 
constitution and power should be transferred to elected representatives. 


9315 
CSO: 4203/164 
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AFTER FIVE YEARS NEITHER AN ISLAMIC SYSTEM NOR DEMOCRACY 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 5 Jul 82 p 5 
[Editorial: "Five Years of the Present Government!" ] 


[Text] The present government under the leadership of President Ziaul Haq 
has been responsible for governing the country for 5 years now. Either 
because it is unelected and temporary, or for some other reason or expedi- 
ency, the government has not previously celebrated its anniversary and this 
year too the government did not give this day 5 July any prominence over 
the rest of the days of the year. But when a year is completed in any 
matter it acquires a certain importance in and of itself, and people cele- 
brate its anniversary according to its nature (that is, by expressing joy, 
or as an occasion for evaluation). It is not an ordinary matter for a 
government to complete 5 years in power, and the people of Pakistan will 
and should consider how the 5 years under the present government have 
passed and what future will take birth from the womb of this period. 
Similarly, the government too, particularly President Ziaul Haq and his 
comrades, should with untrammeled realism consider whether they have passed 
this time in a manner about which we would say "Thaux« God at least the 

time is passing" or whether and to what extent they have fulfilled the 
purpose and program for the sake of which they took on the responsibilities 
of governing the country 5 years ago today, and to what extent the promises 
the rulers have kept making to the people during this period have been 
implemented or been possible to implement. 





Everyone is aware of the fact that the period of rule of the usual elected 
government too is just 4 or 5 years. When such governments have taken hold 
of the reins of power through the support of the people, they hope and try 
to serve their country and nation during this fixed period of power in such 
a way that the people will have confidence in them and give the reins of 
government into their hands for the next period of time as well. Elected 
governments (if they are not one party governments) must also take into 
account their political and ideological opponents who make their programs 
and character the target of criticism and cross-examination, and who want 
to bring the people over to their own side by making them dissatisfied with 
the incumbent rulers. However, since this government took over the 
responsibility of governing the country on 5 July 1977, it has not only had 
total authority during this entire period, there has also been no permission 














to oppose it. Since conditions smoothed the path for it to take up the 
reins of government, now the thing which should most give it pause for 
thought is whether conditions now are in accordance with it or opposed to 
it. 


The nationwide movement which smoothed the path for the present government 
to take on the responsibility for governing was that which begat as a pro- 
test against the unfair means taken by the previous ruling party in the 
March, 1977 elections, but which quickly took on the form of the movement 
Nizam-i Mustapha. In other words, people had made sacrifices for freedom 
of elections and for the promulgation of an Islamic system. In his first 
speech as Chief Martial Law Administrator, General Muhammed Ziaul Haq made 
special mention of the Islamic system aspect of this movement, as well as 
of holding elections in 90 days under operation “fair play." And after 
this as well he has time and again stated categorically that during his 
time in power there will be such progress made towards promulgation of an 
Islamic system that it will not be possible for any government coming after 
him to retrogress in this matter. The present government has instituted 
the Islamic penal ordinances, the zakat system of taxation, and interest- 
free banking. The system of profit and loss-sharing instead of interest 
has been started in several government financial institutions as well. All 
of this work is in its place not only important but also praiseworthy, but 
society is not being given an Islamic color on the scale which it should 
have been. Rather, the evils of nepotism, high prices, bribery, corruption, 
smuggling, etc., have become so widespread and severe that those elements 
who, because of their secular or socialist ideology, were previously 
disinclined towards the true faith of Islam have been given an opportunity 
by means of these defects to make Islam itself a target of scorn. 


The present government had begun their journey in power with the stated 
intention and resolve of holding free elections in 90 days as an impartial 
referee, but even before the end of this period the process of “account- 
ability before elections" was begun. The way in which this accountability 
occurred is no hidden secret, but the matter of postponing elections in its 
name has also kept on growing. In March, 1978 it was announced that 
general elections would be held in November, 1979, but partly because of 
the imprudence and irresponsibility of some political parties, and partly 
because "the writing finger is caught in the teeth, how can it write,” 
these elections too were postponed, and there began to be talk of a new 
political structure formed according to the teachings of Islam. The 
government has already received a report on this proposed structure, but the 
common people have been waiting for a long time to hear anything about its 
characteristics. 


Subversive acts on the part of some elements in the country, and outside the 
country the Soviet Union's invasion of Afghanistan, and stimulated by this, 
the Indian Prime Minister Mrs Indira Gandhi's threats, have spread a dark 
cloud of uneasiness over the current situation in the country. The present 
government has also used the traditional financial wizards and government 
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economic experts to try to restore and stabilize the country's economy, and 
these efforts have not proved wholely ineffectual, but for thinking Pakistanis 
the fundamental questic: is, when even the present government accepts an 
“Islamic democracy as its final goal, are we going down the path which leads 
to this goal? Because despite having gone through the long period of five 
years, the present system is neither Islamic nor democratic but a straight- 
forward martial law which is now the longest martial law in Pakistan's 
political history. The restoration of self government by means of elections 
in local bodies in its place not only correct and important but worthy of 
respect, but "where, in which direction, which way" is that democratic 
system of which the local bodies are just one part and portion or basis? 
That confidence and cooperation of the general public which the people in 
the government need to better the internal conditions of the country comes 
from the participation of the people in the matters of the government and 
country (by means of their elected representatives). But what is our situa- 
tion? The Federal Advisory Council cannot be a substitute preferable to an 
elected parliament, nor has this institution shown any progress yet in this 
regard. 


These few matters are among the many questions which come to mind upon this 
occasion of the fifth anniversary of the present government. Although the 
government is not celebrating its anniversary, it should pay close attention 
to these questions which are arising in people's minds and coming to their 
tongues, and the government should give these questions an answer which will 
satisfy and will inspire confidence. Five years is no small amount of time. 
After such a length of time even an elected government must again appeal to 
the people and obtain their confidence. The present government is certainly 
not elected, but these days every government needs the support and confidence 
of the people of the country. The silence or patience with which people are 
going about their work at this time is in no way synonymous with an expres- 
sion of happiness or confidence, but is rather the result of the serious 
conditions surrounding the country and their implications. But these con- 
ditions too can only be ably confronted by a government whose hand is on 

the pulse of the people and in whose formation the people have a part. If 
the present government would consider this question worthy of pause for 
thought on its fifth anniversary and would manage to give the public a clear 
and positive answer, it would be advantageous for it as well as for the 
country. 


9914 
CSO: 4203/161 


98 














PLEA TO DIMINISH FOREIGN DEBT 


Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 7 Jul 82 p 5 
[Editorial: "The Mark of Retrogression!"] 


[Text] The details of the 1982-83 annual development program which the 
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, Dr Mahbub-ul Haq, gave in a 
press conference the past day were, so far as statistics are concerned, 
very awe-inspiring. For instance, 20,000 tractors will be obtained for 
agricultural development; 12,000 tube wells will be installed for irrigation 
and for the prevention of water-logging and salinity; thousands of buses and 
trucks will be supplied for the development of travel, transportation and 
communication. In addition, hundreds of millions of rupees of capital will 
be invested in several other important and essential areas (paper, rubber, 
electronics, etc.). This will be a record in comparison to the past 10 
years. But the tune of this very encouraging, in fact bewitching, 
description broke on the fact that Dr Mahbub-ul Haq was that day about to 
depart for Washington where he would meet not only with officials from 
American and world development institutions but also with representatives 
of the World Bank in order to discuss soft terms and additional concessions 
in regard to obtaining new loans and the repayment of previous loans. 





Pakistan is not the only country which has taken loans from the World Bank 
and Western countries or financial institutions. Nearly all the developing 
countries are in the same boat; on the one hand they too are forced to seek 
additional loans, on the other hand their difficulties in repaying the 
installments and interest on old loans also increase daily, and they too, 
like Pakistan, keep asking the lending institutions and countries to 
increase the deferment time and give additional concessions. Despite the 
saying “general calamity is a festival by itself," having to stand in the 
line of the helpless and indebted nations is no cause for rejoicing. In 
particular, the disgrace involved in first taking a loan and then seeking 
additional deferments and concessions in its repayment, and the stain on 
the honor and respect of the country and nation should teach us the lesson 
that our development priorities should be to increase resources within the 
country and decrease reliance on external loans. Government economic 
experts and financial wizards too admit this necessity, but their speeches 
in this regard mirror the irony that the proportion of foreign aid in the 
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development program is said to be 2-4 percent less, but several millions of 
dollars are added to the amount of foreign loans. 


Federal Finance Ministers who put in their time and then leave may be able 
to feel a sense of joy and achievement at this financial wizardry and 
Statistical sleight-of-hand, but it is not a matter of satisfaction or a 
good omen for the country that while there is apparent progress, an increase 
in scenses of prosperity and comfort, and an abundance, rather a flood, of 
goods which come under the category of luxury goods and conspicuous con- 
sumption in homes and markets, yet at the same time the country's burden of 
foreign debt is also rapidly increasing. More than a third of what we earn 
from our exports goes for the repayment of those loans and interest, and the 
rest of the amount is taken up by the import of oil. Pakistanis living in 
other countries send foreign exchange equivalent to the income from the 
country's exports, but instead of decreasing, the gap in the foreign trade 
deficit keeps increasing. 


The Finance Minister, Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission and other 
economic experts make abundant use of modern economic terminology, but the 
further conditions depart from the centuries-old adage “cut your coat 
according to your cloth," the more the burden of foreign debt increases on 
the country's progress and construction and the more deep and prominent 
becomes the mark of retrogression. When what happens in practice is seen 
to be the opposite of what is said, as has been the case in the result of 
ending the dependence of the rupee on the dollar, confidence and trust are 
further shaken. t\.nen the dependence on the dollar was stopped it was said 
that this would cause an increase in exports, but the result has been the 
opposite, as exporter are decreasing, and the exchange rate for the dollar 
has gone from about 10 rupees to 12 and 1/2 rupees. The foreign debt and 
its interest and repayment have also increased in the same proportion. 





It is a matter of common observation and experience that those people who, 
because of some compulsion or necessity, take out a loan, then decrease 
their expenditures even on necessities as much as possible, and until the 
loan is repayed they postpone even some necessities in order to limit their 
expenditures. But with us the practice is just the opposite of this. The 
country's burden of foreign debt is increasing but there are no signs 
anywhere of any savings or thrift in any department of life in order to 
remove this debt. The country is in debt, but there is no glimpse of any 
signs of it in the way of life of high or low. Although foreign loans are 
called aid, they too are a part of modern international business, and are 
the result of the capitalist strategy to make the newly free, developing 
countries economically subjugated and a target of exploitation after they 
have been given their political freedom. But instead of escaping from this 
net, we who are their old victims are going forward to make bracelets for 
our hands, our feet and our throats from the strands of this net. It used 
to be said that there was no planning in the period from 1971 to 1976 and 
that is why the burden of foreign debt kept increasing. Now that we are 
working according to a regular plan, what justification is there for the 
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foreign debt to continue to increase? The Federal Minister of Finance and 
the Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission as well are singing the glad 
tidings of the restoration and stabilizing of the economy and of a sub- 
stantial increase in the rate of production in almost every department. But 
there ought not to still remain this enigma for the nation: when the 
economy is being restored and becoming stabilized and production is also 
increasing, why does the necessity for foreign loans not decrease, and why 
is dependence on them increasing? 


Whether the debt is national or foreign, for purposes of development or for 
the necessities for a comfortable life, the repayment of its interest and 
installments will necessarily be a difficulty to some extent. A notable 
example in this regard has come forward in connection with the debt burden 
on the institution for water sale and delivery in Lahore, "WASA" [Water and 
Sanitation Agency}. The present income of this institution through its own 
resources is more than 100,000,000 rupees, which will become about 
140,000,000 rupees in 1983-84. This year WASA has set aside 22,500,000 
rupees for the payment of interest and installments on debt. This will 
become 60,000,000 rupees in 1984. This state of affairs is not limited to 
WASA. Development institutions throughout the country (save what God wills) 
are in the same boat, as the yearly interest due on loans from international 
institutions as well as from the federal and provincial governments keeps 
increasing. When the government is trying to promulgate an interest-free 
economy then development institutions ought to receive interest-free loans 
from the federal and provincial governments. In addition, the loans which 
are from institutions like the World Bank ought not to increase in size 
several times as their rate of interest increases stage by stage. Otherwise 
these institutions will not be in a position to collect on their loans and 
will have no alternative but to change the remainder of the loan, along with 
its interest, into a grant. 
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INHERENT WEAKNESSES OF NONREPRESENTATIVE ISLAMIC GOVERNMENTS NOTED 
Rawalpindi TAMEER in Urdu 1); Jul 82 p 2 
[Editorial: “A Major Weakness of Muslim Countries” |] 


[Text] The helplessness of Muslim countries against Israel's barbaric 
show of strength can be attributed to a number of factors. The factor 
emphasized by the newspapers and thinkers in Muslim countries generally is 
the lack of unity and unanimity among them. Unanimity does not mean that 
all of the countries should have identical policies. Differences of views 
exist even within nations. But unity on the principle issues is essential 
for working in unison. Muslim countries have been promoting the existing 
differences in views to such an extent that even their basic interests 
have been adversely affected. As a result, the powers working against 
their basic interests are confident that in times of crisis, their Muslim 
supporters, instead of helping one another, will give more importance to 
their advice. 


One other reason is their failure to forumlate a sound defense policy. 

Many of the Muslin countries, despute spending huge sums of money on defense, 
have not succ-eded in developing a military force capable of confronting a 
small country like Israel. Nor have they been successful in establishing 

a liaison among themselves for basing their arms and armed forces on a 
cammon standard so that they can be used as an organized force in times of 
danger. 


Muslim councries have for the most part failed to make use of their 
econcmic s -rength and geographic importance for their collective advantage. 
There are many other reasons besides these. But one reason suggested by 
a distinguished Pakistani personality, Maulana Shah Ahmad Noorani, is the 
absence of representative governments in most of the Muslim countries. 
Maulana Noorani observed that in countries stretching from MOracco to 
Indonesia, everyone you find nonrepresentative governments. These 
governments are busy suppressing their own people and depriving them of 
political and human rights. This statement may be an exaggeration but it 
is not completely false either. Being deprived of freedom of thought 

and expression and every aspect of democratic rights affect the peoples’ 
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strength of action and ability to make the right decision. That it 
debilitates their influence in the international arena is also an 
established fact. These restrictions and limitations, by creating 
stagnation inside the country and internal strain, waste collective 
strength and ability, obstruct speedy progress and development and at 
the sawe time provide an opportunity for external elements to conspire 
against and influence national affairs. 


Muslim countries, while seeking solutions to these problems, should 

also keep in mind this state of affairs, and, at the same time, their 
leaders should reckon with the evolution of human ingenuity. The present 
age is not only an era of science and technology but also one of human 
freedom and intellectual progress. The capabilities of nations deprived 
of the fundamental rights of freedom are seriously impaired, and they 
remain behind other nations in the race for progress and development. 
Unfortunately, few people seem to realize the vital importance of this 
issue. 
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EDITORIAL CRITICIZES EXPORT-ORIENTED PLANNING 


Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 19 Jul 82 p 5 
[Editorial: “Planning--Nothing More Than Statistics" ] 


[Text] Dr Mahboobul Haq, deputy chairman of the Planning Commission, 
addressing a gathering at the National Press Club, said that Pakistan has 
become a major supplier of rice and other food grains to neighboring 
countries, and starting next year Pakistan will begin exporting vegetables 
and fruit, thereby increasing revenues in this sector by 1.75 billion 
rupees. Dr Haq made this statement with reference to Pakistan's self- 
sufficiency in food. As he was away from Pakistan for some time because 
of his association with the World Bank, he should know that we exported 
rice evea when we had to import large quantities of wheat. There 
certainly has been a gradual increase in rice exports, though due to 

the direct or indirect devaluation of the rupee, revenue obtained from 
the export of rice to the international market did not turn out to be 

as much as expected. The rupee has been devalued specifically to increase 
exports, but strangely enough, rice and other food grains, which mainly 
provide the major portion of our foreign exchange, have never been 
dependent on such econom easures. As confirmed by Dr Mahboobul Haq's 
statement, Gulf states would like to import $1 billion worth of rice 

and other food grains annually, whereas Pakistan is in a position to 
supply only half as much. It is thus clear that when the demand for 

food grains is so great, there is no need to devalue the rupee as an 
incentive for boosting exports. 


The real problem is that by erecting an economic structure based on 
loans, we have allowed ourselves to be drawn into the sphere of influen. > 
of creditor countries, the World Bank and other financial institutions. 
Whenever they like, they make us devalue ou. rupee and thus strengthen 
their financial positions. As stated by Dr Mahboobul Haq, out of a 
foreign aid amounting to $1.5 billion we return to $1.2 billion in the 
form of payments, and this reduction is responsible for the devaluation 
of the rupee. (This reduction in the value of the rupee has been brought 
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about by ending the linkage of the rupee with the dollar, indirectly 

in 1972 and directly in 1982.) Thus, the loaned amounts have not only 
suddenly multiplied two or three times, but at the same time, to earn 
foreign exchange, we have had to export three times more goods or food 
grains than before. It is evident that when exports increase, a shortage 
of these goods will occur in the country. This in turn creates financial 
difficulties for people with limited means. We believe that exports 

of vegetables and fruit could give rise to such conditions. Planning 
does not mean that we should sell all our household goods to others 

and reduce ourselves to a state of abject poverty. Planning essentially 
means reducing the expenses of foreign exchange to a minimum, so that 

we reduce our requirements for foreign exchange and export less, so that 
consumer goods are easily available for internal consumption. If this 
cannot be done, then planning is reduced to nothing more than a juggling 
of figures. 
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THAILAND 


COLUMNIST ANALYZES CONSTITUTION ISSUE, CITES LOSS OF FAITH BY PUBLIC 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 30 Jun 82 p 5 
{Column by "Ta Mor Long"] 


[Text] I have my own ideas about the capsizing of the government's 
amended draft constitution in the parliament. The House of Representatives 
shouldn't be dissolved, nor should the government resign, but the matter 
shouldn't just be let pass like a fart. Two or three ministers should 
expiate the fault, and it's the prime minister's duty to give them the 

nod to go. 


Allow me to review a little. In the final (third) reading of the bill 

in parliament there were 258 ayes, 33 nays, and 119 abstentions. To amend 
the constitution requires a majority of parliament, or 264 votes, so the 
yeas fell six votes short and the government's amended draft failed. 


Almost 100 percent of the 119 abstentions were by senators, who disagreed 
with the amendments on various grounds but claimed that amending the 
constitution at all was the business of politicians (members of the House), 
so they would just quietly let the House deal with it. They sounded 
contemptuous of us all, as if the whole country were nothing but foolish 
children unable to match wits with them. 





The House is tethered to the Senate. If the Senate sits coolly and refuses 
to stand up, the House can't go anywhere. Yes, sir. When the Senate 
won't play along, things collapse this way. For the government to dissolve 
the House won't have the effect that is claimed, because almost all of the 
members voted with the government. Yet the Senate, which is de facto on 
the government's side, has become the cause of this breakdown, and 
dissolving the House will have not the slightest effect on the status of 
the senators. Therefore, dissolving the House would be of no use at all. 


What about the government resigning? There is no reason why it should, 
because it is not in conflict with the House. Rather, it comes to that, 
the Senate is in conflict with the House. And the government has always 
made clear that when it submitted this draft constitutionit would abide 

by the will of parliament and accept the result, come what might. So now 
that the draft amendments have failed--they've just failed, that's all. The 
government is not in trouble over this, certainly not Prime Minister Pren, 
since he took office by invitation. 
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Therefore I say that the government needn't step down and the House needn't 
dissolve. Moreover, I do not think that elements of the Democrat Party will 
find any reason to withdraw from the government or force their ministers to 
resign, because the Democrats have no quarrel with anyone. The Democrats 
always tend to act like children anyway. 


But what Mr Prem needs to think about is a domestic problem: the behavior 
of two or three ministers who appear clearly to have obstructed ro blocked 
the passage of the draft. They claim that they were exercising "personal 
rights" not connected with their cabinet duties, but I say it is connected, 
because it is the beginning of "maverick" ministers in parliament, ministers 
who oppose their own government's bills. Can political discipline tolerate 
this conduct, or is it unpardonable? 


A political problem about the unity of the government is also raised, 
causing the public to lose confidence in democratic politics. They see 
violence done to discipline and to the sense of collective responsibility 
of government. They regard ministers as having administrative duties in 
government, with not only political responsibilities but also moral ones. 


in short: Are the shameful actions of these two or three ministers 
consistent with morality or with political discipline? There needn't be 
a resignation by Gen Prem, but there should be arrivals and departures 
of a few of the ministers. 


i submit that events in parliament that day created "revolutionary 
conditions" through the agency of the senators and some ministers. And 
if elements of the Democrats should move to complete the withdrawal of 
their six ministers from the coalition, that would make for still more 
“revolutionary conditions.” It would open the way for further reasons 
to overthrow the government. 


Luckily the military has become democratized now and has let the golden 
moment to overthrow the government pass without seizing it, because they 
still side with a man named Prem. But let's not [have this sort of thing] 
too often. 
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